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Kuwaitis nftarn home from Tehran 

’ KUWAIT CITY (AF) — A Knwttti delegation that spent a week in 
Tehran to cofetioe.iix AirfaBs plamt seized by Iraq and flown to Iran for 
nfekeqpi^ (hiring the Gulf war has returned, a Kuwait airways official 
said Mooday. The spokesman for the national earner, Abdulla AJ 
Nafceri, said the delega t ion flew back Saturday. He dechned to release 
any mfonnation on the group's findings. “The matter k jnow in the hands 
of the Mmatty of Foreign Affairs and flic oonndl of ministers," Mr. 
Nafcca s aid by otophone. The Ministry of Foreign Affaire refused to 
po tmn e m oh "the trip. Out of IS r*»»qi taken by Iraq during its 
seven-month oonyaij oa of Kuwait, two have been, returned to the 
e mirate, g Boeing 727 and a small mne-scater jet. Seven other jets were 
destroyed Opting allied bombing of Iraq, according a Richard Foran, a 
ip*: . diplomat who visited Kuwait last month. Iraq flew more than 100 
dvifian and militaty aircraft to Iran during the war, presumably in hopes 
they could I be reotwcied after the fighting Iran has chid h was returning 
t he Kuw aiti-owned planes to the wimmi SawtAl Kuwait (Voice of 
Kuwait) quoted sources at the Ministnr of Foreign affaire as saying it was 
"too eariy to (Sscus fee details of the fading?.” The sources told the daily 
that the de l egat i on may pay .more visits to Iran. 
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Iranian-Egyptian row rekindled 

CARIO (R) — Egypt said Monday it had never asked Iran to resume full 
(hpomatic rotations. It accused Tehran of lies, hypocrisy and cowardice, 
"what came from the tongue of (Iranian Foreign Minister Aii Akbar) 
Velajati coold not be further Cram the truth,” the foreign ministry said in 
a statement Mr. Velayan denied Sunday an Egyptian newspaper report 
Oat Iran was seeking better relations with Egypt. It was Iran who refused 
Egyptian overtures, Mr. Vdayati said, because it objected to the Camp 
David agreement Cairo signed with Israel in 1978. "Egypt did not ask to 
resume relations.. .and is only interested in improving ties with countries 
that share its desire for peace and regional security,” the statement said. 
Ties between the two countries, which broke diplomatic relations in 1979. 
bad seemed to be mending last week when Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
met the diplomat who heads the Iranian interests section in Cairo. But tire 
latest row, which follows one in May over defence arrangements hi the 
Gulf, seemed to cast doubt on whether even the interest sections, which 
were set up in the two capitals in April as a partial resumption of 
dqrfomatic ties, would continue. “We didn't expect Mr. Velayati to mix 
himself up with these lies. We assumed he knew the terms under which the 
interest offices had been set up,” the statement said. 
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Sheikh Zayed 
logins vfsit 
to Paris 

;PARB (AP) — United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) President 
S&eikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
^Nahayan arrived in Paris Monday 
■for an official visit jrirfmKng r»tw 
.an post-war security in the Gulf 
region. Sheikh Zayed will meet 
Presid ent Francois Mitterrand, 
Premier Edith Cresson and other 
politicians dnring his three-day 
visit. Topics win include post- 
Gulf war security- among the 
members of the Gulf Coopera- 
'tBon Council. 

Ituwalt receives 58 
PoWs freed by Iraq . 

'KUWAIT (R) — Iraq freed 58 
prisoners of war (PoWs), includ- 
ing 25 Kuwaitis, and returned 
.them to Kuwait Monday, the 
'Kuwaiti News Agency (KUNA) 
-reported. It said they included 26 
women bat gave no breakdown erf 
the other mtimaKtiwi Kuwait 
says Iraq is stOl bolding more 
-than 2,000 Kuwaiti citizens. 

Court orders 
amputations 
for two Sudanese 

•KHARTOUM (AP) — A 
-Sudanese conrt ordered hands 
-amputated from two men con- 
.victed of stealing food, an official 
'.newspaper reported Monday. 
The sentences are the first since 
•such harsh penalties under 
-Sudan's Islamic ahninal code 
rtere restored last March. The 
^Cbwspaper Al fn gar. Al Watani 
•said the supreme court in Sinnar, 
•central Sudan, found Adam' 
Mohammad Adam and Hussein 
Abdul Karim guilty of g*»*>Kng 
wheat and sugar from a store. 
When the alleged crime occurred, 
the meowere-at large after escap- 
ing from a prison where they 
tfere serving atwo-year sentence 
for breaking info tire same shop. 
The amputation sentence has 
been submitted to die high court 
in Khartoum for review, die 
newspaper said. 


gisss u.N. sets up first 
postin Sahara 
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SMARA, Western Sahara (R)-— 
Twelve soldiers from the United 
Nations peacekeeping fence left 
this dusty desert town Monday tq 
set up the first of a dozen 
observation posts to monitor a 
ceasefire in Western Sahara.-The 
Venezuelan mid Peruvian ‘Blue 
Berets^ flew by helicopter to the 
oasis of Agounit, 900 kilometres 
south of Smara, in a remote area 

t sar the Mauritanian border, 
N. officials said. A second post 
is to be set up at Anserd, 140 
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Others will be located in the 
northern part of the territory 
which was the scene of fighting 
last month between PoHsario 
guerrillas and the - Moroccan 
army. 

Talks open on 
biological weapons 

GENEVA ( AP) — Members of a 
117-nation pact outlawing the 
means -for germ warfare met 
Monday to review the treaty’s 
success and tfiscuss ways to dgbt- 
*etf. its provisions. Government 
experts at the three-week review 
conference of the 1972 Biological 
Weapons Treaty were expected 
to 'consider new - proposals for 
soicalfed confidence buiUSng me- 
asures, diplomats said. 

Qourt acquits 

Quito’s husband . 

KARACHI (R) — A Pakistani 
cefcrt Monday deared opposition 
leqder Benazir Bhutto’s husband 
Arif Afi Zardari of a third charge 
of helping to arrange ifi^al bank 
toam, his lawyer said. Mr. Zar- 
dari Temaans jjo jail on other 
chaeges. He was (deared Monday 
of infinenchig an overseas branch 
of a statenrun bank to lend £17.1 
fluOkm to a friend without the , 
required collateral. "A' ^ two-judjge 
beqeh of the Sind province tn^i 
pan quashed the charge, Mr. 
Zmdaifg lawyer Raja Qureshi 
sqi4- A detafled judgement would 
be Mnedhter.ui May; twootber 
acqmtted Mr. JZardmi of 
unsecured loans worth $6.4 
titiliio a. Hc still faces nine 
^terB^mjBwfipgabetactk ft i and 
yMp iraqt' to mu rde r 30 oppo- 
?**» of Ms. Bhutto’s Pakistan 
sa Tarty. • - v 


Palestinians will elect 
their representatives to 

peace conference — King 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein has said that the 
Palestinians themselves will elect 
their representatives to the prop- 
osed Middle East peace confer- 
ence in October and that the issne 
of a joint Jordanian-Palestinian 
delegation to the meeting has not 
been finalised yet. 

“...We are in agreement with 
our friends in the world, particu- 
larly the understanding we have is 
that .the Palestinians will elect 
their repres en tatives to the con- 
ference” tiie* King said in an 
American television interview. 

“We have offered an umbrella 
of a joint delegation to attend the 
conference where the Palesti- 
nians will represent themselves 
regarding their (fimension of the 
problem with Israel," the King 
said in die interview, broadcast 
on NBC News Today. 

“We wifl... represent ourselves 
and our interests, and we wfl] be 
working on a third level, which is 


the regional level," the King told 
interviewer Bryant Gamble. “So 
until now, nothing is very dear as 
to die formation of the delega- 
tion,” he added. 

The King, who is currently on a 
visit to Europe, also said be was "very 
hopeful” that the conference would 
be convened as scheduled and that he 
was looking forward to the visit later 
this month to the Middle East by U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker. 

“The least said die better," the. 
King replied when asked to comment 
on Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir's assertion that his country 
would not attend the proposed con- 
ference if he was not satisfied with the 
composition of the Palestinian de- 


mies out member* of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and Arab East Jerusalem 
Palestinians as negotiators in the con- 
ference. The Palestinians have re- 
jected the precondition. 

Following are NBC's questions and 
the King’s answers in the interview 
broadcast Monday: 

Q: You have supported the idea of 


'peace conference. At this point, bow 
do you view the Dkefihood of hoMmg 
the conference? 

A: I am very hopeful that it will be 
realised, I that is an impor- 
tant moment in history in terms of the 
world and certainly in terms of oar 
region. Although all the details are 
not available to me, I look forward to 
the visit of Secretary of State James' 
Baker and I hope that we will move 
that much closer to the realisation of 
a dream beginning with the confer- 
ence and the peace process in the very 
near future. 

Q: Although yon have already agreed 
to attend the peace conference, Your 
Majesty, you are still awaiting the 
FLO’S approval to form a joint de- 
legation with die Palestinians. If the 
Palestinians choose not to attend the 
co nfe re n ce, will you? 

A: The answer is that we are in 
agreement with our friends in the 
world, particularly the under- 
standing we have is that the 
Palestinians will elect their repre- 
sentatives to this conference. We 
have offered an umbrella of a 



joint delegation to attend the 
conference where the Palesti- 
nians w3I represent themselves 
regarding their dimension of the 
problem with Israel. We will, of 
course in Jordan with the all 
Jordanians, represent ourselves 
and our interests, and we will be 
working on a third level, which is 
the regional level. So until now 
nothing is very dear as to the 
formation of the delegation. 

“But if there is a process for 

(Contiuned on page 5) 


Shamir threatens to reverse 
acceptance of peace parley 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
raised the stakes in Israel’s battle 
with Washington over loan 
guarantiees Monday, saying Israel 
would stay away from a Middle 
East peace conference if the 
Palestinian delegates did not 
meet- its conditions. 

Palestinian representation has 
been the remaining obstacle to a . 
peace conference scheduled for 
October but Israel has previously 
avoided spelling out what it 
would do if it does not Eke the 
Palestinian delegates. 

Asked on brad Radio whether 
Israel would change its response 
to the U-S. peace initiatvie from 
positive to negative if the' issue 
was not resolved, Mr. Shamir 
replied: 

. “Th e yes (we gave) will not be 
a yes. We said this is one of the 
conditions. We must agree to the 
composition of the Palestinian 
representation.” . 

Israel has insisted the delega- 
tion must not indude residents of 
Arab East Jerusalem and no 
Palestinians associated with the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

The Palestinian issue has come 
to the surface again in the days 
since U.S. President George 
Bush asked Congress last Friday 
to delay consKkaing IsraePs re- 
quest that the United States 
guarantee loans worth $10 bil- 
lion. 

Israeli officials say it is the 
main obstacle to the conference. 


not the loan guarantees. 

Mr. Bosh wants to get the peace 
conference off the ground in October 
before d i scu s s in g the aid, and re- 
portedly insists Israel stop settlement 
construction before the talks 
Mr. Shamir sharply rejected the 
American position. 

“We don’t accept ... that yon can 
fink humanitarian aid on the highest 
moral level and certain political steps 
over which there may be some differ- 
ences of opinion,” he said in an 
interview taped over the weekend 
and broadcast Monday on Israel 
Radio. 

Mr. Shamir also insisted that the' 
Americans “are obliged, from a mor- 
al point of view, to give Israel tins 
aid.” 

Mr. Shamir avoided response when 
asked about the government’s specific 
(flans for Jewish settlement in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
But he added: “The main thing is 
that, with the help of God, the Israeli 
population will keep growing, kkdad- 
ing in these areas of Eretz Israel.” 
On Sunday, be told sup porters of 
his right-wing Likud ifloc that “all the 
territories of Eretz Israel most be 
settled by Jews, more and more.” 
Wa shi n g ton oonsidera the Jewish 
settlements a major obstacle to 
peace. Israd has settled some 100,000 
Jews in the occupied territories. 

In Turns, a senior PLO official said 
Palestinian representation would not 
be a problem if East Jerusalem was 
represented at the conference. Jeru- 
salem was on the agenda and all the 
parties gave guarantees they would 
work to apply international law. 


Mahmoud Abbas, a member of the 
PLO Executive Committee, told the 
Tunis newspaper Al Bayan that the 
PLO could then work out an arrange- 
ment with other Arabs. 

The Bash administration, 
apparently attempting to play down 
suggestions of conflict with Isriel at a 
sensitive time- in tfae j Midea s t* p c ao e 
process, said Sunday it viewed recent 
statements by Israeli leaden, on sqtr 
ttements in the occupied territories as 
moderate. 

“I’ve seen statements recently com- 
ing out of brad winch I would char- 
acterise as extremely moderate and 
temp era te statements.” a U.S. offi- 
cial said. 

“We’ve seen the same kind of 
statements coming bom officials of 
die U.S. government,” said the offi- 
cial, who asked not to be identified. 

He spoke with reporters on a UJS. 
air force plane carrying Secretary of 
State James Baker and scores of ocher 
senior U.S. officials to Mexico for an 
ann ual meeting of the two govern- 
ments. 

After spending Monday in Mexico. 
Mr. Baker was due to make Ins first 
visit to the Soviet Union since the 
abortive coup against President 
Nfikhafl Gorbachev and then embark 
on bis seventh Middle East peace 


“The position of the Israeli govern- 
ment has been that the question of 
sett le m e nts is an issue for negotia- 
tions and to be pot on the table on tbe 
time those negotiations begin,” the 
U.S. official said. 

(CoB fln aed on page 5) 


Palestinian dies of wounds 
suffered in Israeli army raid 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Palestinian who 
■was shot and wounded during a 
rad fay Israeli forces earlier this 
week has died of his wounds, the 
army said Monday. 

Ahmad Said Bayer Kamel, 35, 
died late Sunday and was buried 
in the West Bank village of Qaba- 
tiya eariy Monday. Hundreds of 
villagers took to the streets in 
protest, ignoring an army- 
imposed curfew, Pales tinian re- 
porters said. 

Mr. Kamel was shot by plainc- 
lothes Israeli forces Friday in foe 
nearby village of Maghaiyir, the 
Palestinian reporters said.' The 
Israelis had entered the vfllage in 
a mer cedes with West Bank 
ficense plates to arrest Mr. Kamel 
and other activists. 

An army official odnfinned 
that Mr. Kamel was afrit by 
security foxes, bat would not 


Kamel suffered moderate 
wounds. 

Mr- Kamel was shot twice 
through, the buttocks in an up- 
ward direction and the ballets 
tore his stomach, said a doctor at 
ah Israeli hospital where he was 
treated. 

The army offidal said Mr. 
Kamel was an activist in Fateh. 


Palestinian 
killed in Jenin 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Soldiers shot to 
death a Palestinian in a chase 
in the West Bank town of 
Jenin, tbe army said Monday. 

The army said the Jenin 
shooting began late Sunday 
when an army patrol 
approached a group of 
Palestinians who were acting 
in a “sospickNB” manner. 

“The Arabs tried to flee, 
and in tbe chase one of the 
. -Arabs was killed and two 
others were wounded, one 
Hg&tiy and one moderately,” 
s&kl an aimy official, insisting 
on anonymity. 

Throughout (he occupied terri- 
tories, Palestinians Monday 
observed a general strike called 
* by uprising leaden to mark the 
45th month since the start of the 
revolt. * 

* For a second day Monday, the 
army sealed tbe occupied territor- 
ies, barring Palestinians from en- 
tering Israel to prevent resistance 
a ctivities during tbe Jewish new 
year. The closure is in effect u nt il 


Wednesday morning. 

On the political front, Palesti- 
nian Leaders in the occupied terri- 
tories said Monday they hoped 
Washington's at te mp t to hold up 
loan guarantees to Israel would 
mark a change in U.S. policy 
towards the Jewish state. 

“I hope that tins is tbe begin- 
ning of an American policy that 
win stop (Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak) Shamir from being able 
to have his cake and eat it too,” 
Gfaassan Al Khatib.a nationalist 
leader and umverrity lecturer, 
told Reuters. 

U.S. President George Bush 
asked Congress Friday to delay 
consideration of the $10 billion 
loan guarantee for 120 days. Mr. 
Shamir said tins step might harm 
the peace process. 

“For a long time, Europe and 
the United States have been 
offering, Israel advice and aid, bat 
Israel accepts the aid and rejects 
the advice/* Palestinian leader 
Faisal Hnssemi said in. an inter- 
view Monday with die Arabic Al 
Fajr newspaper. ~ 

“I cannot say, at this point and 
before bearing what (U.S. Secret- 
ary of State James) Baker has to 
say d urin g his nest visit, if this is 
tiie beginning of a new policy 
which Knbt sod to advice.” 


Jordan 
hopes for 
five-party 
Arab talks 
in Cairo 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 96th 
meeting of tbe Arab ■ League 
Council which opens in Cairo 
Tuesday will discuss cun-ent 
peace efforts in the Middle East 
in light of world developments as 
well as means of ending differ- 
ences among Arab states. Fore- 
ign Minister Abdullah Ensour 
said Monday. 

In a statement before leaving 
for the Cairo conference, the 
minister said that Jordan hopes a 
meeting by the foreign ndnistexs 
of the five countries neighbouring 
Israel could be convened in the 
Egyptian capital on the sidelines 
of the council meeting to discuss 
the peace process. 

“We hope that such a meeting’ 
will lead to a summit grouping the 
headsof state of these countries,” 
the minister said. 

In reply to a question on the 
Egyptian government’s decision 
to impose visa restrictions on 
Jordanian visitors erf Egypt, Dr. 
Ensour said that since the pub- 
lication of tbe Jordanian White 
Paper, which sheds light on the 
Kingdom’s position vis-a-vis the 
Gulf crisis, the Egyptian govern- 
ment has been attacking Jordan 
in memoranda distributed to all 
Arab states. 

“In addition, the Egyptian 
media have been involved in a 
hostile and unjust propaganda 
campaign against Jordan,” the 

minis ter said. 

He said Jordan was surprised 
to bear of the Egyptian derision 
to impose visa restrictions on 
Jordanians. “Such a move would 
create inconvenience and com- 
plications to all visitors in general 
and tiie students in particular,” 
he said. 

Jordan, the minister added, 
will not respond with a similar 
move although the Kingdom has 
more than 150,000 Egyptian 
workers. 

Dr. Ensour stressed that Am- 
man was keen on treating the 
Egyptian workers on equal foot- 
ing with Jordanian citizens. 

The minister said be hoped to 
discuss the matter with his Egyp- 
tian c ou nterp ar t Amr Musa. 

Lebanese priority 

Reuter adds from Beirut: Foreign 
Minister Fans Bouez left for 
Cairo Monday to press for an 
Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon 
and international sad to repair 
war damage. 

Mi*. Bouez told reporters he 
would attend file Arab League 
foreign Ministers’ meeting in 
Cairo and raise U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 425 which de- 
mands an Israeli withdrawal from 
South Lebanon. 


Crown Prince says Jordan will not 
go it alone to peace conference 


By Selaiueh Ne’matt 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Royal Highness 
Grown Prince .Hassan has said 
that Jordan will not “go it alone” 
and reach a separate peace with 
Israeli in the forthcoming peace 
negotiations. But be warned that 
tbe Kingdom “must not be left 
alone” to suffer tbe repercussions 
of regional political, economic 
and demographic turbulences. 

Speaking in an interview with 
the Jordan Times and the 
London-based Al Hayat news- 
paper. Crown Prince Ffassan said 


that Jordan considered the Arab- 
Israeti conflict as a regional prob- 
lem that has to be dealt with in a 
comprehensive manner and 
through the cooperation and 
coordination of all parties con- 
cerned. 

“This is a basic principle of the 
Jordanian position, when we talk 
about problems that are inherent- 
ly interlinked, such as the water 
problems, we must be very cau- 
tions,” the down Prince said. 
“Such inter-regional problems 1 
are often interlinked with the 
political dimension. This is why 
we need a minimum level of 


coordination, particularly among 
the Arab parties concerned.” 
He said chat "despite pressures 
that continue to be exercised 
against Jordan and incentives that 
may be offered in the future, 
Jordan will not bargain on princi- 
ples in a manner that may 
threaten its stability.” He .pointed 
to the idea of an “alternative 
homeland” for Palestinians in 
Jordan which Israeli rightists have 
been promoting. 

Prince Hassan said pressures 
were continuing against Jordan , 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan needs $4. 5b in 5 years 
to absorb returnees, Fariz says 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Renter 

AMMAN — Jordan will 
need at least $4.5 billion within 
the next five years to cope with 
the huge population increase 
which resulted from the Gulf 
crisis, Planning Minis ter ZSyad 
Fariz has said. 

The population has grown 10 
per cent since the crisis, com- 
pared with a normal increase of 
3 JS per cent, because hundreds of 
thousands of Jordanians have 
come home from the Gulf, mostly 
from Kuwait and many in the last 
few months. 

“Jordan has to secure at least 
$4.5 billion (JD 3.1 billion) over 
tbe next three to five years just to 
safeguard the current standard of 
services,” Dr. Fariz said. 

Dr. Fariz toid Reuters in an 
interview late Sunday that pre- 
liminary studies called for an 
estimated JD L55 billion ($3.7 
billion) for capital investment in 
bousing, health, transport, water. 
Sewage and education to absorb 
the returnees. 

The rest of the $4.5 billion 
would be to cover the recurring 
costs of capital projects. 

The figures are Jordan’s first 
public account of its needs since 



Znd Fariz 

the Kingdom, which has a foreign 
debt of $8 billion, launched an 
appeal for international help in 
resettling the returnees. 

Kuwait, incensed by JofSaffifitl 
and Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) sympathy for 
Baghdad, laid off hundreds of 
thousands of civil servants, many 
of them Jordanians of Palestinian 
origin, after the Gulf war ended. 

Dr. Fariz said about 230,000 
Jordanians had returned to the 
Kingdom by the end of August, 
most of them from Kuwait, in- 
creasing unemployment and 


straining soda! services. He said 
another 70,000 are expected by 
the end of 1991. 

Earlier government statistics 
said almost 300,000 Jordanians 
had already returned from the 
Gulf but foe planning minister 
said the government would use 
the lower figure as tbe basis for its 
contacts with donor countries. 

Jordan, a country of 3.5 milli on 
people, traditionally depends on 
large amounts of foreign aid. 

Economists have found it diffi- 
cult to determine the long-term 
impact of tbe influx of Jorda- 
nians, who are bringing money 
into toe country and contributing 
to a housing boom but are also 
straining social services. 

Dr. Fariz said more than JD 1 
UBon (1.5 billion) in investments 
would be needed to create jobs 
for a labour force increase of 
about 70,500 Ity file aid of 1991. 

Some economists say toe retur- 
nees, most of them unemployed, 
have pushed the jobless rate to 
over 25 per cent from tbe pre- 
Gulf crisis level of 17 per cent. 

Dr. Fariz said tbe investment 
cost of resettling each returnee, 
including housing and job crea- 
tion, was about JD 10,500 
($15,000). 

(Continued on page 5) 


Primakov due in Mideast 
on trip ‘unrelated’ to peace 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev is send- 
ing two top envoys to Germany 
and tbe Middle East to seek 
economic help in a dear sign tbe 
Kremlin is inoeasmgty worried 
about shortages this winter. 

' Chief Foreign Nfimstiy spokes- 
man Vitaly Churkin told a brief- 
ing Monday that Mr. Gorbachev 
would be sending Alexander 
Yakovlev to Germany and 
Yevgeny Primakov to six coun- 
tries in the Middle East 

“The aim of the visits is to see 
what can be generated in terms of ■ 
cooperation with these countries 
in atder to alleviate the economic 
situation in the Soviet Union,” 
Mr. Churkin told reporters after- 
wards. 

“We’d like to ensure we have 
done all we could in order to 
alleviate the possible hardships as 
we look (ahead) to the difficult 
and long winter,” be said. 

- The disintegration of the Soviet 
Union has put further strains on 
the crumbling economy, and cri- 
tical shortages of most goods and 
foodstuffs are predicted this win- 
ter. 

Moscow Saturday formed an 
emergency committee to try to 
overcome a “catastrophic situa- 
tion,” and guarantee basic food 
supplies readied the Soviet capit- 
al. 

TASS news agency earlier 
announced that Mr. Primakov — 
Moscow’s peace envoy in the 
build-up to the Gulf war — would 
leave on Tuesday for Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Kuwait, ban and Tur- 
key. 

Mr. Churkin stressed the visit 
was not connected with a U.S.- 
Soviet sponsored Middle East 
peace conference planned for 
October. 

“His visit is not taking place in 
the context of the Middle East 
settlement and is not in prepara- 
tion for the Middle East peace 
c on ference— Primakov is gomg to 
the Middle East on an economic 
mission.” 


German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietricb Genscher led a 
procession of foreign ministers 
Uning up to meet President Gor- 
bachev Monday to take stock of 
tbe new shape of toe Soviet Un- 
ion. 

After Mr. Genscher saw Mr. 
Gorbachev in tbe Kremlin, di- 
plomatic sources said he was pre- 
paring to adapt German polity to 
the looser federation of republics 
gradually talcmg shape under a 
plan agreed by Soviet legislators 
last week. 

He and a clutch of other minis- 
ters including U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker are taking 
advantage of toe start of a human 
rights conference Tuesday to 
meet not only Mr. Gorbachev but 
the onion’s new men of power, 
toe republican leaders. 

The new shape of the onion, 
still by no means firmly set, con- 
tinued to develop when the politi- 
cally conservative Central Asian 
Republic of Tajikistan, on the 
Afghan border, declared inde- 
pendence. -- 

It became the ninth republic to 
declare independence since the 
right-wing coup last month that 
shattered the mould of the Soviet 
Union. 

The independence declaration 
by tbe republic’s parliament was 
largely symbolic, given the deci- 
sion last week to transform the 
Soviet Union into a loose confed- 
eration erf sovereign states. 

“We can’t lag behind other 
republics. Everybody is dedaring 
independence so we are as well,” 
said parliamentary spokesman 
Aleyev Abdodezhabad. 

Tadzhikistan is a largely moun- 
tainous republic bordering China 
and Afghanistan. 

Tadzhik lawmakers, meeting in 
the republic’s capital of 
Dushanbe, also declared Sept. 9 
to be a national holiday known as 
Independence Day, and they re- 
named Latin Square in ce n tral 
Dushanbe as Freedom Square. 


U.N. reports 
clashes in 
north Iraq 

GENEVA (Agencies) — Serious 
clashes have broken out between 
the Iraqi army and Kurds in 
northern Iraq in the past few 
days, the United Nations said 
Monday. 

Prince Sadmddin Aga Khan, 
the U.N. executive delegate over- 
seeing humanitarian aid in the 
Gulf, called for maximum res- 
traint so that Kurdish refugees 
could continue to return home. 

“The executive delegate has 
received reports over the past few 
days from the U.N. cwiriinatDr 
in Baghdad of serious clashes in 
northern Iraq between govern- 
ment and non-government 
forces,” a statement from ins 
office said. 

An aide said Prince Sadrud- 
din’s information came from 
U-N. sources on the spot in 
northern Iraq. 

In Silopi, Turkey, Western 
military officials said Kurdish 
guerrillas captured several hun- 
dred Iraqi soldiers in weekend 
battles. 

“We do not believe that either 
of the two incidents were the 
result of Iraqi provocation,” U.S. 
Colonel Richard Naab, head of 
the military coordination centre 
in Silopi, fold Reuters. 

One allied officer described 
Sunday’s fighting, in Kuysanjag, 
southeast of Erbfl, as “a lopsided 
victory fra the Kurds.” Satur- 
day’s dash at Kuyak, northwest 
of Kirkuk, ended with a ceasefire 
and prisoner exchange. 

The United Nations has several 
hundred guards frying to instill 
confidence among refugees who 
have returned after fleeing a re- 
bellion in March. Officials of 
other U.N, relief agencies are 
also in tiie country. 

A spokesman in London for 
the opposition party Patriotic Un- 
ion of Kurdistan, accusing Iraq of 
fresh mflitaiy attacks on Kurdish 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Persistent splits cloud 
Arab League talks 


CAIRO (AP) — Lingering fall- 
out from the Gulf war and other 
inter-Arab differences are likely 
to cloud a meeting of Arab fore- 
ign ministers opening in Cairo 
Tuesday. 

The ministers, sitting as the 
21-member Arab League Coun- 
cil, may see heated exchanges 
between Iraq and Kuwait, league 
officials said. 

Bnt based on the meeting's 
agenda, significant decisions on 
the Gulf or other major topics are 
unlikely. 

The Associated Press obtained 
a copy of die agenda, which was 
not circulated. It includes nothing 
on the aftermath of die Gulf war, 
in which a U.S.-led coalition 
pushed Iraqi forces out of Kuwait 
last February after a seven-month 
occupation. 

The invasion caused the worst 
split in Arab ranks since the 
league was founded 46 years ago. 
The anti-Iraq alliance included 
Egypt and eight other Arab 
states. The rest of league mem- 
bership was divided into open 
supporters of Iraq, those who 
opposed the military option. 

Arab diplomatic sources, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said Iraq or Kuwait may 
raise at the ministerial conference 
some aspects of the Gulf crisis 
aftermath. 

They cited as likely subjects 
recent claims and counter-claims 
about an Iraqi military incursion 
into Kuwait and about the num- 
ber of Kuwaiti prisoners being 
held by Iraq. 

Kuwait reported that more 
than 80 Iraqi civilians and soldiers 
were caught Aug. 28 trying to 
infiltrate its strategic Bubiyan Is- 
land, near the mouth of Iraq's 
Shaft A1 Arab river, on orders 
from Baghdad. Iraq denied this 
and U.N. observers said they 
could not confirm that it was a 
military raid. 

The International Committee 
of the Red Crass said last Thurs- 
day that Kuwait is bolding 99 
purported Iraqi infiltrators and 
that Red Cross representatives 
had seen them. 

Nabil Najim, Iraq’s permanent 
delegate to the Cairo-based 
league, said he informed the 
organisation that Kuwait fabri- 
cated the Bubiyan incident. He 
said the motive was to justify 


continuing an international eco- 
nomic blockade against Ms conn- 
try imposed after the invasion. 

Mr. Najim also denied Kuwaiti 
claims that Iraq still holds almost 
2^00 Kuwaiti prisoners of war. He 
said Iraq had repatriated all 
Kuwaiti war prisoners totalling 
6333 by mid-July but that 3,400 
Kuwaitis remain in Iraq “as resi- 
dents, not prisoners." They have 
expressed a desire to return home, 
he said, but Kuwait has agreed to 
accept only 170. 

As of now, Iraq has not re- 
quested inclusion of the Bubiyan 
and prisoner issues on the min- 
isterial agenda, Mr. Najim said, 

“We shall see how the meeting 
goes," be said. “Naturally, tf 
Kuwait raises these questions, we 
shall reply.” 

League officials said that, as in 
last March’s ministerial session in 
Cairo, efforts will be made to 
keep the Gulf question off tire 
floor to avoid acrimony. Egypt 
and other moderate members as 
well as the league's Egyptian 
secretary-general, Esrnat Abdul 
Megnid, are expected to lead this 
effort- 

Officials said the ministerial 
conference is expected to do little 
on the Palestinian problem, the 
most important item on the agen- 
da. beyond reiterating known 
platitudes. 

They said this is due mainly to 
the absence of an official Palesti- 
nian position on representation in 
a Middle East peace conference. 
The conference is proposed for 
next month under the joint au- 
spices of the United States and 
the Soviet Union. 

The Palestine National Council 
is to decide on representation at a 
meeting planned for later this 
month. 

Israel wants to exclude the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion fPLO) and East Jerusalem 
Palestinians from negotiations. 
PLO officials publicly reject the 
conditions. Key Arab states like 
Egypt want the PLO to be flexi- 
ble, which has caused friction. 

Mahmoud Abbas, a member of 
the PLO Executive Committee, 
said in a Tunisian newspaper 
interview published Sunday that 
PLO attempts to coordinate with 
Arab partners ‘'have not 
achieved their anticipated goal." 


No sign of 
searchers 
of Ark. 

ANKARA (AP) — Kurdish 
rebels indicated Monday that 
five Westerners abducted in 
eastern Turkey last month 
were not about to be freed. 

The latest communique 
attributed to the Kurdish 
Labour Party dampened 
hopes raised less than 24 
hours, earlier that freedom 
would crane soon for the five, 
who were travelling as part of 
a search for Noah’s Aik when 
they were abducted at a guer- 
rilla roadblock in Bingol pro- 
vince on Aug. 30. 

A search by nearly 4,000 
helicopter-backed gena- 
darme troops and police com- 
mandos bad been concen- 
trated in two provinces where 
the captives are thought to be 
held. 

The five are: Americans 
Ronald Wyatt, Marvin WB- 
son, and Richard M. Rives; 
Briton Gareth Thomas and 
Australian Allen Roberts. 

They had been searching 
for the Ark, which the Bible 
says landed on Mount Arar- 
at, in present-day eastern 
Turkey. 

Thor driver said the kid- 
nappers identified themselves 
as members of the outlawed 
party, the PKK, which is 
fighting for an independent 
state for Kurds in southeast- 
ern Turkey. 

“If the five foreigners have 
indeed been arrested by our 
guerrilla units, they will be 
released unharmed if an in- 
vestigation establishes that 
they had no hostile pur- 
poses," said a message sent 
by facsimile to some news- 
papers from the “PKK Euro- 
pean department" in Bonn 
Monday. 

On Sunday, the Istanbul 
daily Hurriyet said a similar 
telex message from the PKK 
announced that the captives 
would be freed early Mon- 
day in southeastern Mas pro- 
vince. 

But Mus Governor Sinari 
Kus told die Associated Press 
that by 3:30 p.m. (1230 
GMT) Monday there were no 
reports of any sightings in his 
province. 


Iran: U.S., Israel do not 
want to solve hostage crisis 


Garang‘<denies kidnapping children 

TORIT, Sudan (R) -^Sudanese ~SK false. I dc not believe I am a 1 

rebel leader John Garang, re- dictator," he said. 


ported to have been overthrown 
by dissident commanders who ac- 
cused him of waging “a reign of 
terror,” said Sunday he was still 
firmly in charge of the guerrilla 
movement. 

He also denied reports of hu- 
man rights abuses within his 
Sudanese People’s Liberation 
Army (SFLA) and the kidnap- 
ping of 10.000 children for train- 
ing as fighters. 

“I am still in charge, the high 
command is still in charge," Col- 
onel Garang, surrounded by gun- 
toting teen aged rebel officers, 
told reporters on a visit to rebel- 
held southern Sudan. 

Flanked by nine members of 
his military high command, the 
U.S.-educated Dinka tribesman 
added: 

“If I had been ruthless I would 
have simply shot dissenting offic- 
ers on sight. But nobody has ever 
been executed in the SPLA for 
political dissent.” 

SPLA commanders Riek 
Mash a r Teny-Dhnrgon, Lam 
Akol and Gordan Koang said in a 
statement received by Reuters in 
Nairobi nine days ago that Col. 
Garang had been toppled. 

Tbpy said Col. Garang’s toler- 
ance of alleged atrocities against 
civilians by Dinkas within the 
SPLA — a complex 40,000-strong 
alliance of blade Sudanese tribes 
— was fomenting dissent against 
the ex-Sudanese army colonel. 

“Nobody in southern Sudan 
supports this artificial coup. 
Accusations levelled against me 


Col. Garang said he still en- 
joyed the full support of 10 of the 
13 members of the SPLA’s high 
command and appealed to the 
three who announced the coup to 
come back, saying there would be 
no retribution against them. 

‘Ten out of 13 gives you 70 per 
cent and by any norms of demo- 
cracy this is majority role,'’ be 
said, adding: 

“I appeal to the three brothers 
to come back and work for the 
interests of the movement. There 
will be no charges against them. 
This is time for reconciliation.” 

Col. Garang rejected demands 
by die three coup leaders for a 
temporary separation of Sudan, a 
vast country the size of the 12 
member states of the European 
Community, saying his guerrilla 
army wBl continue to fight for a 
united secular Sodan.j 

“Nothing has changed. The 
target is still a united secular 
Sudan," he said adding, “what do 
I gain by being a separatist." 

Since 1983, die SPLA has 
fought against what it believes is 
the domination of the largely 
Christian south by the Muslim, 
Arabised north. 

Col. Garang also denied 
charges made Thursday by a 
member of Sudan’s ruling junta. 
Colonel Mohammad Al Amin 
Khalif, that the 10,000 children 
had been abducted for training as 
guerrillas. 

“We do not have manpower 
problems so die question of re- 
cruiting them does not arise," be 



CoL John Garang 

said adding, “our problem is bow 
to get guns." 

France’s state secretary for 
humanitarian aid, Bernard 
Roochner, said after visiting the 
area last Tuesday that he had 
seen a camp of 10,000 children 
apparently recruited to fight in 
Sudan’s eight-year-old civil war. 

“The boys are brainwashed 
and heartless because they are 
without love,” Mr. Kouchner 
told French Radio. 

Col. Garang’s officers took re- 
porters around a village on 
Sudan’s border with Ethiopia in- 
habited by 10.200 boys, aged 
between eight and 14. There was 
no evidence of military activity. 

SPLA commanders said the 
boys bad been placed in the camp 
by their families for their own 
protection. 


BEIRUT (R) — An Iranian en- 
voy accused the United States 
and Israel Monday of not wanting 
to end the Western hostage crisis 
but said Tehran hoped it would 
soon be resolved. 

“It seems like the United 
Stales of America and the Zionist 
entity do not want to solve this 
crisis, but we hope the solution 
will be soon,” Mohammad 
Kazam Khonsari told reporters in 
Beirut 

Mr. Khonsari, director-general 
for Arab and North African 
Affairs at Iran’s Foreign Ministry, 
was speaking after talks with 
President Elias Hrawi and Fore- 
ign Minister Fans Bouez. 

U.N. chief Javier Perez de 
Cuellar, who is trying to broker a 
prisoners-for-hostages swap, is 
due in Tehran Tuesday. 

'’Israel was behind the setback 
to (negotiations over) the hostage 
crisis," said Mr. Khonsari, who 
arrived in Beirut Sunday from 
Syria, Iran's closest Arab ally and 
a key power broker in Lebanon. 

Israeli demands firm word on 
the fate of seven of its servicemen 
missing in Lebanon before the 
next stage of any U.N.-brokered 
exchange of Arab prisoners for 
Western hostages held in 
Lebanon. 

Hussein Musawi, an official of 
the pro-Iranian HIzboDah (Party 
of God) which is dose to the 
kidnappers, said last week talks 
on an exchange of the hostages 
and other captives were at a 
standstill because no group would 
cooperate with Israel. 

The pro-Iranian kidnappers of 
the Westerners insist that the 
next move should come from 
Israel after their release of British 
hostage John McCarthy and 
American Edward Tracy last 
month. 

The groups demand Israel free 
some 400 Arab detainees in ex- 


change for the Western hostages 
— five Americans, two Britans 
and two Germans. Security 
sources say a kidnapped Italian 
was killed. 

Mr. Khonsari denied a claim by 
Israel's chief hostage negotiator 
Uri Lubrani that missing Israeli 
airman Ron Arad, whose plane 
was hot down in South Lebanon, 
was being held by Iranians. 

“We are always used to the 
lying of the Zionist enemey and 
its slandering of others." 

“We hope for the release of all 
captives, induding the Iranian 
captives and Lebanese and 
Palestinians imprisoned by 
Israel and other hostages every- 
where," Mr. Khonsari added. 

Tehran demands the release of i 
four Iranians kidnapped by a 
militia north of Beirut in 1982. i 
The militia’s leaders have said the ; 
four were killed shortly after 1 
being seized. 

Iranian First Vice President ! 
Hassan Ebrahhn Habibi said j 
Monday Iran was working for the 
release of Western hostages for j 
humanitarian and moral reasons, j 

Iran’s official news agency 
IRNA quoted Mr. Habibi as 
saying some countries took hos- 
tages for blackmail but “Iran is 
basically against such a measure 
and will not approve it under any 
drcumstances." 

Before arriving in Beirut, Mr. 
Khonsari met in Damascus with 
Syrian Vice President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam. 

Mr. Khonsari was quoted later 
Monday as saying that he did not 
believe efforts to free western 
hostages in Lebanon were beaded 
towards a deadlock. 

Mr. Khonsari made the state- 
ment after meeting with Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi, Lebanon’s 
state-run National News Agency 
reported. 


Somalia situation 
said improving 


NAIROBI (AP) — Fighting be- 
tween rival factions of the ruling 
United Somali Congress (USC) 
in Somalia’s capital appeared to 
be tapering off Monday, although 
sporadic shooting continued, 
according to sources. 

Relief agencies with repre- 
sentative? in Mogadishu said the 
city remained tense', but had 
calmed considerably since the 
clashes e rupt ed Thursday. The 
sources spoke on condition they 
not be identified further. 

The fighting pits forces loyal to 
Resident Ali Mahdi Mohammad 
against those of General Farrah 
Mohammad Aidkl, the USCs 

chairman and mili tary comman- 
der. 

Mr. Ah Mahdi and Gen. Ahfid 
belong to different sub-groups of 
the Hawhye dan, from which the 
USC draws its support dan 
elders were reportedly meeting to 
negotiate a peaceful solution to 
the conflict. 

It was unclear what sparked the 
weekend battles in which relief 
workers estimate between 1,000 
to 2,000 people were killed and 
wounded. 

Gen. Aicfid and his Habar 
Gedir sub-dan have never been 
happy with Mr. Ali Mahdfs rule. 
Mr. Ali Mahdi, of the Abagal 
sub-dan, ruled as interim pres- 
ident! following former President 
Mohammad Siad Bane’s ouster 
in January until August when be 
was named to a two-year term as 
president 

However he controls little 
beyond his borne in Mogadishu. 
The city is torn between the 
various factions, the south er n and 
central countryside are ruled by 
half a dozen different dan-based 
militia and the north has seceded. 

The north was declared the 
independent Republic of Somali- 
land in May by the northern 
Somali National Movement 
(SNM) rebels. 


Mr. Siad Bane, who ruled for 
21 years, fled Mogadishu Jan. 26 
after a month of intense urban 
warfare between his forces and 
the USC. He remains holed up in 
Somalia’s southwestern comer, 
while his forces periodically ~e&- 
gage in battle with other southern 
dan-based mflitis. 

Since Mr. Siad Barre’s ouster, 
fighting has continued through- 
out the nation’s central and 
southern regions. 

In a radio address Saturday, 
Mr. AH Mahdi blamed the fight- 
ing in Mogadishu on “self-styled 
leaders” with personal motives 
seeking “to bring chaos and anar- 
chy to the country’s capital.” 

But be said the situation was 
being brought under control and 
that those behind the “chaos and 
brutal killings” would be brought 
to justice. 

The broadcast, monitored in 
Nairobi, did not say when or 
where Mr. Ali Mahdi made his 
comments. 

In the past, he has fled the city 
during similar conflicts between 
his fighters and Gen. Aidid’s 
forces, according to sources. 

Despite the lull in hostilities 
and reported negotiations be- 
tween the warring groups, relief 
workers with representatives in 
tiie capital described the situation 
as gloomy. 

Telecommunications have not 
been restored to Somalia since 
being cut in January and reports 
on the situation in Mogadishu 
come from sources in Nairobi 
who have satellite radio contact 
with the city. 

The fighting has disturbed fra- 
gile food and medical refief op 1 
erations in the city of oue milfion. 
More than half of the approx- 
imately two dozen expat ri ate aid 
workers in Mogadishu have been 
withdrawn from Somalia until tire 
situation dams. 


Algerian 

Islamic 

party 

leaders on 

hunger 

strike 

ALGIERS (R) — Eight 
jailed leaden of the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) began a 
hunger strike Sunday deman- 
ding to be treated as political 
prisoners, their lawyer said 
Monday. 

Badrir Mechri fold Reu- 
ters : “The FIS leaders began 
a hunger strike to demand 
political prisoner status and 
maintain contact with their 
party which is stiff legal-” 
FIS- President Abassi 
Madani, his deputy Ali 
Belhadj and six other leaders 
are held in a mflxtary prison 
at Blida SO kilometres south- 
west of Algiers. 

They were charged with 
conspiracy against the state 
during a Muslim fun- 
damentalist strike in June 
that degenerated info street 
violence in which SS people 
were reported killed. 

As a result, the c oun try’s 
first multi-party elections 
slated for June 27 were post- 
poned to the end of this year. 

FIS leaders are demanding 
to be able to control their 
party from prison, Mr. 
Mechri said. 

He did not say how long 
the fast would last. 

11 newspapers piannfd 

Algeria's main political 
party said Sunday it had set 
up a press group to nm 11 
newspapers before the coun- 
try’s first multi-party elec- 
tions. 

The socialist National Li- 
beration F ront (FLN) ruled 
Algeria from independence 
in 1962 until the June strikes 
called by Muslim fun- 
damentalists. An indepen- 
dent caretaker government 
led by Prime Minister Sidaha- 
mad Ghozafi was appointed 
to prepare for elections, post- 
poned under a state of 
e m erge n cy which is still in 
forcer- 

Tbe-elections- are doe to be- 
held; before the end of the 
year. 

“It is the FEN’S right... to 
develop its press and seek its 
rightful place in the present 
communication field. For its. 
aim, tike that of all parties, is 
to win future political bat- 
tles,” said the parly’s main 
daily paper Al Moudjalnd. 

The FLN will have to com- 
pete with more than 50 other 
parties framed since Presi- 
dent Chadfi Benjedid intro- 
duced political reforms in 
1989. 

Said Saadi, secretary- 
genual of the Assembly for 
Culture and Democracy 
(RGD), a Berber party, cal- 
led on other parties and the 
go vernm ent to oppose the 
FLN move. 

Akfine shaken np r 

Algerian Transport Minis- 
ter Mourad Belgnedj 
announced Sunday the 
appointment of a 15-man 
committee to take over man- 
agement of the troubled 
national airline Air Algerie. 

The airline, which has 
flown 500,000 fewer passen- 
gers this year compared to its 
usual 42 million, has lost 800 
million dinars ($44.4 milfion) 
.tins year cm domestic traffic 
alone, despite a SO per cent 
increase in fares last April. 

The losses are blamed on 
devaluation of the dinar, the 
Gulf crisis and higher 
kerosene prices. 


Iran condemns planned ILS.-Kuwaitpact 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran Monday condemned a phoned lO^jear 
pact b et we en Kuwait and the United SUtef, sayhjg only 
re gional conntrics could guiURe Guff security. Wa vhfflgfoa 
confirmed last week it was expected o sign as agreement with 
Kuwait tins month. It would involve the use of omasa Kuwaiti 
ports by U-S- tom, joint traanog of force* and the ptoementtf 
U.S. military hardware m the emirate. Tran coedrnnn the 
presence of alien forces in die region," Tehran Ratio quoted 4 
Vice-President Hassan Ebrahim Habibi as saying when asked by : 
reporters about the pact. "We believe tibax wdy cooperation j 
a m ong the region’s countries can brag bori n g regional security,” i 
Mr. Habibi added. Iran d eno un ced the U.S.-led rnffitery buildup ; 
which led to Iraq’s pullout from Kuwait in February. Tehran also 
condemned Iraq’ainvasion of die emirate and remaned neotral in 
tiie Gulf war. Tehran’s relations with the Guff Arab states hive 
greatly improved since the Gulf arsis, bat its quest te a strictly 
regional Gulf security pact has made tittle headway. Pentagon 
spokesman Pete Wfltiams said Thursday Washington had started 
talks on bilateral deforce pacts with Sarah Arabia, Bahrain, 
Oman, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates. 

Soviets promise continued aid to Kabul 

ISLAMABAD (R) — The first high-level Soviet delegation to 
visit Afghanistan since last mouth’s failed coop in Moscow 
pledged Sunday to continue giving aid to the Afghan government, 
Kabul Radio reported. The delegation of mmwnnd Soviet 
parfiameotarians told Afghan ministers and officiate worried 
ft hrmr co ntinu ing aid that the new Soviet Union would stick to its 
guarantees. Kabul Radio, monitored in Islamabad, quoted the 
Soviet delegation as pledging unbreakable friendship and saying 
Moscow would continue to provide vital as si stan ce. The Afghan 
government has received massive shipments of food, fuel, and 
weapons from Moscow, whose troops withdrew from Afgh a nis tan^ 
in 1989 after a nine-year occupation. Mnjahedeea guerrffbf 
commanders ended a three-day meeting Sunday called to decider 
militar y strategy. Guerrilla sources in Pakistan said the comman- 
ders, meeting just across the Afghan border near Khost, agreed to 
launch an »***n\t on President Najiboffah’s home dty of Gaidez 
and predicted an attack was imminent. 

50 wounded in ceremony In Bekaa 

CHTAURA, Lebanon (AP) — An unidentified assailant tossed & 
band grenade on a crowd of 1,500 guests attending an engagement 
ceremony in East Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley, wounding 50 people, 
police said Monday. They said the attack occurred shortly before 
midnig ht (2100 GMT) Sunday in the Bekaa village of Majdd 
Aiijar, 14 kflometres south of the market town of Gbtaura. Police 
said 30 of the wounded w ere in critical condition. Among the 
wounded was the fiance, Khaled Jumaa, police said. His 
bride-to-be escaped unscathed. She fainted when she saw her 
finance’s leg bleeding. Police cook! not determine the motive 
behind tiw attack, but speculated it probably nrihgt have been 
staged by a jealous rivaL It was the fifth such attack rn the Bekaa 
in 18 moatbs, police records show. 

3 wounded in blast near Kuwait City 

KUWAIT (R) — Three children were wounded when a land mine 
exploded sooth to Kuwait Gty, tiie Kuwaiti News Agency 
(KUNA) reported Sunday. An Interior Mims&y statement, 
carried tty KUNA, did not say who had planted the mine or when 
the blast occured. Several people have been lolled or wounded by j 
explosions of mines or by unexploded shells d rop ped by U.S.-led 
alKes during the Golf war. 

Pakistan’s president to visit Iran 

NICOSIA (AP) — - President Gholam Ishaq Khan Of Pakistan wiff 
pay a three-day visit to Tehran beginning Thursday at the 
invitation of Iranian President Hasbemi R afsanjani , ihe Islamic 
Republic News Agency reported Monday. A delegation erf six 
members of Pakistan's parliament and senior officiate including 
Finance Minister Sarta] Aziz, Railways Minister Hazar Khan 
Bijaxani and Nisar AK Khan, tiie minister of petroleum and 
natural resources^ wiff acco mpan y the president, IRNA said. The 
president also will address Iran’s parliament and pay pilgrimage to 
the holy shrine of Imam Reza in Masbahd, die news agency said. 

Syrian troops seize Lebanon hashish 

BEIRUT (R) — Syrian troops leading a drive to stamp out 
Lebanon's lucrative drug trade, seized on tonne of hashish , Beirut 
newspapers said Monday. The drag, hidden beneath a shipment 
of onions, was uncovered Sunday when the truck collided with 
another vehicle near the Lebanese-Syrian border. The track efiver 
managed to flee, tiie newspapers added. They said Syrian troops 
also confiscated two traddoads of hemp plants which yield 
hashish. Syrian troops and Lebanese police set ablaze or plowed 
under fields of cannabis plants in eastern Lebanon’s BeJcaa Valley 
for a third co n secutive day Sunday. Drug g rowers said they 
doubted Syrian and Lebanese authorities would ever be able to 
stamp out the lucrative drags trade which has brought prosperity 
fop much of the Bekaa Valley. Lebanese police Brigader Xssam 
Abu Z a ln toured the area Sunday and said the crackdown 
stemmed from a pact signed a week ago between Syria and 
Lebanon to fight drag trafficking. Brig. Abu TnH said troops and 
police bad destroyed a total of 28 hectares of cannabis, from 
which hashish is produced, on Saturday and Sunday: Police have 
estimated that cannabis is grown on about 14,000 hectares of the 
Bekaa. About 1,400 hectares are used to cultivate poppies. A 
U.S. official said last month that Syria, despite its support for 
Middle East peace efforts and the release of Western hostages, 
would not get U.S. aid or international loans until it cracked down 
■on drags. 

Kuwaiti ruler to visit U.S. in September 

KUWAIT (R) — Tbe emir of Kuwait, Sheikh JaberAl Ahmad Al 
Sabah, will visit Washington later this month, tbe Kuwaiti 
a mb assador to the United States was quoted as saying on 
Monday. The official Kuwaiti News Agency (KUNA) said the 
ambassador. Sheik h Sand Nasser Al Sabah, mentioned the visit in 
a n interview with Kuwait Radio shortly before his departure for 
Washington. The a m bassador said he was In Kuwait bn a brief 
visit related in part to a defence cooperation agreement to .be 
signed- with the United States. 
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Min -/max. temp. 

Amman ■ 17/34 
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Hospital workers to stage 
indefinite sit-in for better 
St; wages and working conditions 
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ByEBa NasraUah - - 

Jordan tbnesrStaB 1 Reporter 

AMMAN — At least 300 doc- 
tors, nurses and admm&raton 
employed by the mental health 


"We are demanding an m- 
creasem the number of qualified 
staff to relieve m of part of the 
heavy duties which we carry in 
shifts dry and night and we are 
demanding transport allowances 






Economic Cooperation — A Jordanian- 
Libyan committee met Monday to prepare for an 
expanded meeting by the joint Ubyan-Jordanian 
Economic Committee, which will convene here 
before the end of this month. 

The head of the Libyan team. Bashir Salameh, 
said that apart from the talks, the members of 
the Libyan group wiiL tour Jordanian industrial 
projects and will study ideas to be included in 
agreements between Jordan and Libya. 

Mr. Bashir said that the projected agreements 
cover cooperation in scientific, touristic, land 
and maritime transport, labour, agricultural and 
vocational training. - 


The head of the Jordanian team, Dr. Ibrahim, 
said that the two countries were determined to 
promote economic and trade cooperation in an 
effort to attain integration. 

According to official statistics, in the first half 
of 1991 Jordan exported to Libya JO 5.175 
million worth of national products and imported 
JD 7.5 million worth of Libyan goods. 

The Libyan team visited the Amman Chamber 
of Industry and held talks on trade and econo- 
mic cooperation as well as organising trade 
exhibitions to boost the exchange of trade 
between the two countries. 
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Stt r M§t IGRC headquarters protests 
treatment "of Palestinians in Israeli jails 


AMMAN (Petra) — A commit- 
tee in charge of following up die 
afiain of Palestinian detainees 
and pr isoner s of war in bred! 
prisons Monday organised a sit-in 
in front of the heariqnarters of the 
International Committee of die 
Red Cross (ICRC) to protest the 
bad conditions of Palestinian pris- 
oners in die faudL occupation 
prisons. 

The participants in the sit-in 
said in a statement that the pro- 
test zs in response to a call by the 
Unified Leadership of the intifa- 
da in the occupied territories. 
The Unified Leadership has cal- 
led for bolding activities to ex- 


press solidarity with Palestinian 
detainees who are suffering as a 
.result of IsnteTs policy of massive 
punishment of the Palestinian 
people and who are being dep- 
rived of the basic needs of life. 

The statement sand the sit-in 
was protesting in particular the 
conditions of Palestinian prison- 
ers in Nablus Prison who are on a 
hunger strike to protest solitaiy 
confinement of their collea gu es in 
A1 Ramleb Prison. 

The participants delivered to 
the representative of the ICRC in 
Amman a memorandum in which 
-they called on the humanitarian 
body to in terv en e and bring to an 


Ministers visit Syria, discuss 
scopes of cooperation 


DAMASCUS (Petra) — A Sy- 
rian technical committee is to 
visit Jordan by the end of this 
month to discuss related 

to coordination b et ween Amman 
and Damascus in. fiour milk , 
bakeries and supply. 

The announcement was made 
at the end of a series of meetings 
co n ducted here by Minister of 
Industry, Trade and Supply Afi 
Abul Ragheb with a number of 
g overnmen t ministers. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb met with. the 
Syrian Minister of Economy and 
Foreign Trade Mohammad Imadi 
to discuss joint economic projects 
and Minister of Internal Trade 


Hassan A1 Saqqa to discuss ex- 
changes of expertise in economic' 
fidkk. 

Jordanian Minister of Public 
Works and Housing Saad Hayel 
Stout, who is also on a visit to 
Syria, accompanied Mr. Abul 
Ragheb on a visit to the Jorda- 
nian pavilion at the Damascus 
foternational Fair. 

Jordan is exhibiting electrical 
appliances, engineering indus- 
tries, pharmaceutical products, 
furniture, cosmetics, chemical 
supplies, plastic ma t erials and 
other products at the annual fair. 
According to pavilion Director 
Awni Mjallt, an estimated 


300,000 people have visited the 
Jordanian wing in the past 10 
days. 

Mr. Stout was received Sunday 
by Syrian Premier Mahmoud A1 
Zonbi and talks covered topics to 
be taken-up by the joint 
Janhurian-Syzian Higher Com- 
mittee to meet in Damascus 
shortly. 

Mr. Srour had held meetings 
with other government ministers 
to discuss cooperation in public 
works, bousing, road construc- 
tion and contracting. Further 
meetings have been scheduled for 
the ennwng two months. 


• 


Officials review ongoing restoration efforts 
% of Jordan^s antiquities, archaeological sites 


c-*** 


AMMAN (J.T) — Jordan’scoop- 
eration with Switzerland and Italy 
in restoration of archaeological 
rites and in the field of antiquities 
were reviewed Monday by Dr. 
Safwan Tell, director general of 
tire Department of Antiquities, 
and the Swiss and Italian ambas- 
sadort to Jordan. . 

At a meeting with die Swiss 
ambassador,. Dr: . Bernardino 
ScnflH, Drl- TeB discussed coop- 
eration between Ms. department 
and the government of Switzer- 


tbe two countries in r es to rin g 
archaeological rites in Jerash od 
Madaba. Italy had promised to 
offer assistance in this field under 
' an agreement with Jordan provid- 
ing for the start of restoration 
work at the two ancient sites by 
tiie beginning of qext month, 
j According to Dr. TeO, the De- 
partment of Antiquities has now 
: started paving with stone the 
floor of tiie antient Umayyatf 
castle- of Amra some 70 
kilometres east of Amman. He 


told the Jordan Times that the 
Amra Castle, whose walls are 
adorned with beautiful frescoes, 
is on the World Heritage List .of 
the United Nations Educational 
Scientific and Coltnral Organisa- 
tion (UNESCO). 

Dr. Tell and Minister of Tour- 
ism .Abdul Karim A1 Kabanti 
visited the site and other areas in 
the Azraq region earlier tins 
week to inspect the progress of 
the work. 


Bff- exhibition fe a t urin g Swiss 
historiah and- archaeologist 
Johann Ludwig Burekhardt, who 
‘ftcovfered the ancient - city of 

Dr. Tdl discussed with Italian 
Ambassador to Jordan Francesco 
de Comtes cooperation. between 


Jordanian delegation to vlsjt Indonesia 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian parliamentary delegation wfll 
leave Amman Indonesia on Sept. 19. for a week-long visit. 
The delegation, which win be led by Lower House of Parfcuneirt 
Speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat, will discuss with I nd onesian 
deputies and officials ways of enhancing relations between tiie 
two cou n tries,, particularly in pariiamentary fields. 


Arabs prepare for 
parley on environment 


end Israeli occupation author- 
ities’ inhuman practices and 
mged itto provide the miium mn 
of the required conditions for 
living for Palestinian prisoners. 

The memorandum also called 
on the ICRC to carry out its 
humanitarian role and move 
quickly at all regional and inter- 
national levels to get help from 
agencies which could pressure 
Israel and commit it to implement 
all international conventions. 

- The participants in tiie sit-in 
also seat similar memoranda to 
Amnesty International and the 
secretary general of the United 
Nations,' Javier Perez de Cuellar. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan is 
taking part in a meeting opening 
in Cairo Tuesday as part of the 
Arab World’s preparation for an 
international conference on the 
earth’s environment to be held in 
Brazil in June, according to 
Minis ter of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
Salim A1 Zonbi. 

In a statement just before be 
left for Cairo, the minister said 
that the three-day meeting would 
disquss and endorse a strategy for 
development and the environ- 
ment from an Arab perspective, a 
sustainab le Arab environmental 
plan and coordination among 
Arab states with regard to topics 
to be taken up at the Brazil 
conference. 

Mr. Zoubi. who„is accompa- 
nied to the Cairo meeting by two 
senior officials from his ministry, 
said that the Brazil meeting aims 
at focusing world attention on 
basic issues pertaining to de- 
velopment and the. environment. 

The Cairo meeting, -which is to 
be attended by ministers re- 
sponsible for the environment in 
the Arab countries, will review a 
Jordanian working paper dealing 
with the Kingdom’s experience in 
measures to protect the environ- 
ment in die past two decades. He 
will also discuss plans included in 
the national environmental 
strategy for the protection of the 
environment and the proper and 
safe utilisation of natural re- 


18 villages to have electricity 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) will 
connect 18 villages inhabited by 6,000 people with the national 
electric grid before the end of the year, according to JEA sources. 
With these 18 villages, 97 per cent of the Jordanian countryside 
population will be getting electric services, the sources added. 
Last year, the JEA started linking villages inhabited by more than 
200 people with the national grid. By the end of 1990, electricity 
was connected to 764 villages inhabited by 1.25 mffiion people. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following li s t in gs are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised. to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 


ft Art exhflMtkm by Ihnddm Abul Rubb at the Royal Caftnral 
Centre. 

^ Ai exMMtion of naive painting, from Germany at Abdul 
Hameed Sbontan Fnuddta Gallery, 
ft ExUhifionhy Iraqi artists Rnad Dubdml and Bated AlBastanf 
at the Royal Guttural Centre. 


ft Lecture entitled “The Tr— gfatfafaffity of Goethe’s Faust” by 
Aida WakBeh of Asaqa Private U nive r si ty at the Goethe 
Institute — 7:00 pn. 


ft Concert by the Ba ghdad Ounbu F j nsfinh te at the Royal 
Guttural Centre — 8:00 pju. 


Correction 


A brief on page 3 of Monday’s 
Jordan Times about a United 
Nations official leaving Jordan 
contained some incorrect in- 
formation. Dr. Ah A.Attiga is 
not the U.N. general coordinator 
in Jordan as was reported. Dr. 
Attiga, in addition to being 
UNDP resident representative in 
the Kingdom, is also the U.N. 


resident coordinator. Furth- 
ermore, I>. Attiga wffi not be the 
chief of the Arab Desk at UNDP 
headquarters in New York. In- 
stead, be w31 serve as the assfe- 
tant UNDP administrator and 
director of the regional bureau of 
Arab States and Europe in New 
York. The Jordan Times regrets 
the errors. 


NEW VILLAFOR RENT 

Super deluxe villa located opposite Elba House, in 
Sweileh, on the Medical City Road. All facilities are 
available; equipped with new furniture, solar heating and 
central heating. 

For any Information contact teL 835685 


Germany pledges $2.85 
million to help Jordan 
absorb returnees 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In response 
to Jordan’s repeated calk on the 
-world community and interna- 
tional organisations to help h deal 
with the burden of caring for 
nearly 300,000 expatriates return- 
ing from Kuwait, Germany Mon- 
day announced its decision to 
allocate $2.85 million to the 
cause. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, quoted a German embassy 
official here as saying that the 
sum will be due from the German 
foreign ministry’s special budget 
for humanitarian assistance. He 
said that the donation will be 


channelled through the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agen- 
cy for Palestine refugees (UN- 
RWA). 

The donation will help Jordan 
cover part of the cost of caring for 
the expatriates, particularly in the 
fields of education, health and 
social services, the official said. 

His Majesty King Hussein last 
month met the ambassadors of 
the European Community, erf 
which Germany is a member, 
together with those of Canada, 
Japan and the United States to 
draw their governments’ atten- 
tion to the plight of the expatri- 


ates and tire extra burden shoul- 
dered by the Kingdom in the 
wake of the Gulf crisis. 

The government has set up a 
special committee for the welfare 
of the returnees and it was seek- 
ing assistance from governments 
and world organisations. 

In addition to the extra dona- 
tion for the expatriates, the 
embassy official told Petra that 
Germany was increasing its 
annual contribution to the agen- 
cy’s budget for 1991 by a sum of 
5285,700 to raise the total annual 
contribution to $2.28 million. 


Project to add 20 million 
cubic metres of drinking 
water to Amman’s supply 


sources in the course of im- 
plementing economic projects, 
the minister said. 

The Cairo meeting is organised 
by the U.N. Economic and Social 
Committee for Western Asia 
(ESCWA) whose director. Dr. 
Tayseer Abdul Jaber, has said 
that the meeting was expected to 
review topics related to the en- 
vironment and suggestions and- 
ideas from Arab countries about 
their national programmes in tins 
regard. 

According to Dr. Abdul Jaber, 
representatives of all Arab coun- 
tries along with a number of 
world organisations concerned 
with the environment will partici- 
pate in the Cairo meeting. 

The minister said that a Jorda- 
nian national environment 
strategy has been completed and 
will be revealed to the public 
soon. The strategy, which took 
three years to complete, in- 
volved .the work, of 172 special- 
ists: 

Dr. Abdul Jaber said that 
ESCWA was willing to offer Jor- 
dan assistance to protect its en- 
vironment and implement its 
national strategy. 

He said that by implementing 
the strategy, Jordan will be the 
third country in the world to 
prepare and put into force a nation- 
al plan that would take charge of 
all matters related to the protec- 
tion of die environment. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation is propos- 
ing an emergency project de- 
signed to make available an 
additional 20 million cubic 
metres of drinking water to 
Amm an by the summer of 
1992, a senior official said 
Monday. 

“We are working on an im- 
mediate crash programme to 
exploit some reserves and 
channel water from different 
locations around Amman at a 
cost of around JD 15 million,” 
said Muataaz Bflbeisi, direc- 
tor-general of the Water Au- 
thority of Jordan (WAJ). 

Technology and manpower 
for the project are locally avail- 
able but pipes and pumping 
eq ui p men t win have to im- 
ported, Mr. Bflbeisi said, ex- 
pressing hope that the govern- 
ment will provide the neces- 
sary funds. 

However, he added, there is 
no plan to increase tariffs. 

Economists noted dial water 
prices in Jordan were high and that 
the government was subsidis- „ 
. ing water by financing a large ' 
-part of the WAPs operations 


— an issue raised by the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) 
in its recommendations for an 
economic austerity programme 
for the Kingdom. 

The WAJ director-general 
emphasised that the “immedi- 
ate crash” project for Amman 
cannot be the answer to the 
national shortage — “we are 
living on the red line now” — 
and long-term solutions have 
to be found. 

Another interim solution 
under study is replacement of 
leaky pipes — blamed for a 25 
per cent loss of pumped water 

— and improvement of the 
supply network in the capital. 
This is expected to cost at least 
JD 25 milli on and the WAJ is 
discussing various options with 
international financing agen- 
cies. 

The WAJ chief said Jordan 
has been registering a 10 per 
cent annual growth in demand 
for water and noted that the 
problem of water shortage has 
become acute since 1987. 

Recent statistics indicate 
that Amman was fading a 
perennial shortage of 90,000 
cubic metres of water ev- 
eryday. 


Mr. Bflbeisi said the national 
shortage was 35 million cubic 
metres of water every year and 
this volume is expected to grow 
to 70 million in 1991 in view of 
the dramatic increase in 
population by the return of* 
hundreds of thousands of ex- 
patriates from the Gulf. 

The WAJ has managed to 
cut down by 25 per cent the 
volume of water pumped into 
Amman through a rationing 
system and this will have to 
continue until long term solu- 
tions are implemented, he 
said. 

Drinking water for Amman 
residents comes form several 
sources, including acquifiers in 
Mafraq, Azraq, Swaqa and 
Qatraneh, he said. 

All these sources are located 
in the northeast and southeast 
of Amman and that is the 
reason why west Amman resi- 
dents face a bigger water prob- 
lem than east Amman resi- 
dents, Mr. Bflbeisi said. 

“For the first time, we had 
to introduce water rationing in 
the eastern neighbourhoods of 
Amman tins year,” he said 
further underlining the 
problem. 


13,455 community college 
students pass examinations 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Higher Education Sunday 
announced the results of tiie ex- 
amination taken by tiie students 
of community colleges in 1991. 

A totel of 20,770 students took 
the examination set by tiie Minis- 
try in 189 various specialisations, 
accord in g to Ministry Secretary 


General Ahmad Al Bashaireb. 

Dr. Bashaireh told a press con- 
ference that only 13,455 of tiie 
registered students passed the ex- 
amination and will be rewarded 
diplomas. 

According to Dr. Bashaireh , 
those among the grad u ates who 
followed the new course of study 


set by the Ministry of Higher 
Education can now pursue their 
higher studies at any Jordanian 
University. 

The ministry is currently work- 
ing on an arrangement with 
Jordanian universities to assign 
seats for community college 
graduates. Dr. Bashaireh said. 
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Iraqi Jordanian Land Transport Co. 

TENDER NO. (9/91) 

SALE OF USED TRUCK - TRACTORS 

The Iraqi Jordanian Land Transport Company intends to sell 

(82) used MAN truck- tractors manufactured in 1981/1982. 

RELATED INFORMATION: 

1. Custom duties unpaid, -j 

2. Offers can be submitted to buy one or all truck - tractors f : ] 

3. Truck - tractors can be checked, and inspected at the 
company's garages in Aqaba, Jordan, starting September 
10, 1991. 

4. Copies of terms, conditions, and technical specifications 
can be bought for the sum of (100) Jordanian dinars (JD), 
non-refundable, from the company’s main offices in Am- 
man, between 4th and 5th Circles, Jabal Amman, during 
official working hours (0800-1430), starting from (11-9- 
1991). 

5. Closing date for submitting offers is (10-10-1991). (1200 
Hrs). 

6 . Address: 

P.O.Box 5134, Amman/Jordan 
Phone No.: 677680, 672502, 672509 
Tlx.No.: 22237 
Fax No.: 602870 

Dr. Shaker Mahadin 
. Director General 




















Opinion lr Analysis 


JORDAN TIMES, TOES3MY, 93FTWBXk r ^ : ^^ f 


Jordan Times 

An mtlcpctxfcm Arab pohual daily pabtabcd in Eitgkrii by the Jordan Pi*sb Foondatwo 
EstaMbfaal 1475 

ijijjYI • V 1 •> jJbrtL jj — i IB - .. .. u/ **j< >*& 

'chairman of the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AL KAYED 
Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 

EdHor-in-Chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 661242 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
• Jordan Times advertising department. 


Success begins 
with basic education 

THE INTERNATIONAL Literacy Day that the internation- 
al community has just celebrated under the auspices of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Guttural Orga- 
nisation (UNESCO) is a grim reminder that more than 
one-fourth of the world’s population is still iterate. WhBe 
the problem stBl persists in developed countries, the 
developing world remains by Car the prime fertile ground 
for ffltancy. No wonder the gap between the industrialised 
world and underdeveloped countries is widening instead of 
bring bridged. 

Closer to home, the Arab World’s illiteracy situation is 
one of the worst in the world. With 70 per cent of the Arabs 
stffl under the literacy level, there is little surprise in the foci 
that Arab yearnings for fulfilment of their aspirations for 
«*"g"Hinn and high esteem is nowhere within reach. In 
spite of their wealth and abundance of natural resources, 
the Arab g o v ernm ents have obviously not done enough to 
combat illiteracy among their countrymen. Future genera- 
tions wffl bold the various Arab regimes accountable for 
their dismal record on formal and basic education. The 
Ottoman empire was once the scapegoat for keeping the 
Arabs ignorant and backward for centuries. What possible 
excuse can the free and independent Arab countries offer to 
explain the 70 per cent illiteracy rate except ignorance and 
negligence? 

■ Jordan, fortunately enough* fares much better than most 
of the region’s countries. With illiteracy dropping from 68 
per cent in 1968 to 23 per cent in 1989 and finally to less than 
20 per cent in 1990, the country has no way to go except to 
even better literacy rates. This has been indeed a big leap to 
literacy that few countries have been able to match 
anywhere in the world. Compulsory elementary schooling 
and adult education can be credited for this successful 
Jordanian «™p«»gi» to eradicate illiteracy and ignorance. 
Above aB the Jordanian people themselves take most of the 
credit for this massive educational transformation in a short 
period of time. For without their hunger and demand for 
basic education and beyond, the Jordanian educational 
story would not be what it is today. 

The educational process in the Kfogdom did, however, 
experience many stresses and strains along the way which 
impeded its progress mi the basis of balance and moderate 
o ri enta ti on. What could be worse than no education is 
improper education. As the Kingdom has reached a 
satisfa ctory rate rf literacy, tbe country’s future ed ucation a l 
campaign should focus on quality education that is free of 
complexes and phobias which counter logic and go against 
the grahi of sound educational systems. There is no way for 
Jordan or any other part of the Arab World to catch up with 
die modern world intellectually and technologically without 
the introduction of a modern educational system that 
promotes creativeness, hufiridual initiative mid entrep- 
reneurial spirit. This is the challenge of the 21st century 
winch is almost upon us. Jordan should be prepared to enter 
the new on with confidence and determination. But it needs 
every serious effort on oar port to start where it matters: in 
enabling every individual at home to shoulder his or her 
responsibility towards the common good of all. It really 
begins with basic education. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

THE Egyptian regime's campaign against Jordan for publishing 
its White Paper, which threw light on the facts related to the Gulf 
crisis, came up on the orders of the Egyptian president who has 
now unleashed his writers and journalists to attack Jordan, said A1 
Ra’i Arabic daily Monday. But the attack and the slander can by 
no means change the facts on the ground, and if anything this 
attack has exposed die realities about the Egyptian regime and 
President Mubarak who proved to be an agent for the enemy in 
the Middle East region, the paper said. The White Paper refutes 
Mr. Mubarak’s earlier claims that die Iraqi and Jordanian 
governments were in collusion against Kuwait -or other Arab 
countries and exposes the real conspiratory role of certain regimes 
in the area, something which angered the president prompting , 
him to unleash the ongoing campaign against Jordan, the paper 
added. Indeed, the Egyptian regime feels isolated now after being 
exposed as an agent in the pay of the United States, receiving a 1 
handful of dollars and conspiring against Arab countries, the 
paper said. It said that Mr. Mubarak was disillusioned now after 
having hoped in vain to reap many benefits from his role in the 
Gulf crisis. It was Kuwait which dealt the first severe blow to the 
Egyptians, while the Gulf states, along with the other Arabs, have 
now realised the price Mr. Mubarak bad sold himself for only to 
become a pariah m the Arab community, the paper added. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i called the readers’ attention 
to the needs of the national economy. He said that there was need 
to curtail imports of foreign-made goods, particularly consumer 
goods. Hamdallah A1 Nabulsi said that the press is full of 
advertisements p rom o ti ng the sale of foreign-made products 
similar to ones made by Jordanians. The writer said that the 
Jordanian people should reduce spending as they struggle to deal 
with very serious issues like unemployment, shortages of water 
supply, foreign debts and difficulties in exporting national 
products. The writer said that responsibility in this regard lies 
primarily with the heads of families who, be said, should avoid 
buying unessential or luxury goods, particularly if these are made, 
in foreign countries, and should get the members of his family to 
become used to buying Jordanian products instead for bolstering 
die national economy and helping factories to employ Jordanian 
labourers. The writer blamed the merchants who continually 
tempt the consumers to purchase such products like cheese,' 
chocolates and others which are produced in Jordan and are of 
good quality. He said that consumers as well as merchants have a 
national responsibility; and each should shoulder part of die share 
m stimulating the national economy under die present difficult 
circumstances. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Kami G. Stem 


A miracle, or just another drunken cowboy? 


WASHINGTON’S request for a 120-day delay in congressional 
consideration of die Israeli request for $10 billion in loan 
guarantees is a very important development — perhaps even a 
pivotal historic moment. Or it may only prove to be yet another 
example of Washington expanding its chest, only to have the wind 
knocked out of it by Israel and its supporters and agents in the 
United States. I suspect the first option is more accurate, and that 
this is a very significant moment. We shall soon find out. 

the timing — in the wake of the Gulf war. and on the eve of the 
proposed peace conference — suggests that as we move closer to 
addressing the core issues of justice and peace in Palestine, the 
United States may have been shamed or scared into adopting a 
more decisive and activist posture with ail parties, but especially 
Israel. This may mark a pause, or the start of a reversal, m the 
traditional American policy of essentially adopting Israel’s posi- 
tion through the commitment to keep Israel militarily (and 
therefore politically) stronger than the combined Arab forces 
around it — a policy in force since Kissinger’s early days nearly a 
quarter of a century ago. 

Most important of all, though, is the political context of rhe 
delay request The United States, Israel and the Palestinians are 
involved in a very complex and exciting three-way cat-and- 
mouse game revolving around Palestinian representation at the 
proposed peace conference. Washington says it feels the Palesti- 
nians should choose their own delegation, but also tells the 
Palestinians that if they choose people unacceptable to Israel the 
conference may not take place. In other words, Washington 
accepts Israel's conditions in a passive, de facto manner. 

At the same time, the Palestinians have asked Washington for a 
series of clarifications on essential elements, definitions and 
understandings related to the proposed peace conference, on 
sovereignty, transitional periods, control of natural resources, 
self-determination, protection, national and political rights, the 
applicability of Resolution 242, and other such key issues. The 
Palestinians still await the American response, on the baas of 
which they will formulate their final position and delegation to the 
peace conference. Presumably, this will take place in the next 
month or two. 

The timing of the American delay in the loan guarantees, 
therefore, could be a powerful signal to both Israel and the 
Palestinians. It could be sending the following message: “we, the 
United States government, cannot publicly affirm that all the 
occupied territories must be open to negotiations on the basis of 
the principle of land -for- peace, because if we did so we would get 
beaten up badly by the friends of Israel lobby in Washington. We 
would also have to swallow our pride and admit that the Arab 
position on this issue is in keeping with international law and 
U.N. resolutions, and we find that hard to do because white guys 
from the north cannot appear to accept political positions 
espoused by dark guys from the south. For the same reasons, we 
have also been unable to get the Israelis to stop building 


settlements, even though we clearly declare the settlements to be 
an obstacle to peace. So by delaying the loan guarantees, we say 
to Israel and the Palestinians that we will not provide the 
necessary extra funds to settle more Israelis in the occupied 
territories, including Soviet, Ethiopian and other immigrants, and 
we also say that the fate of the occupied territories cannot be 
resolved unilaterally by Israel, but instead must be determined 
through negotiations.” 

The Arab parties lining up to do tbe peace dance, including the 
Palestinians, insist on one cardinal principle: definition of aO the 
lands occupied in 1967 as subject to tbe land-for-peace provisions 
of 242. The United States -previously gave such commitments to 
the Arabs in writing, and now we seek again to have those 
commitments and understandings reaffirmed. Tbe Arab view is 
that if this principle is dearly stated, we could go into the peace 
talks with great confidence, for the international consensus on 
returning the occupied lands to the Palestinians would ultimately 
transform into unbearable moral and political pressure on IsraeL 
Tbe loan guarantees delay may be an American signal to that 
effect. 

There is also the personality element. Mr. Bush and Mr. Baker 
have both been personally insulted and humiliated by Israel's 
expansion of settlements in the face of American requests for a 
pause in tbe colonisation of Palestine by Israelis usirfg American 
money. The Bush-Baker team is open to three particularly 
devastating charges: 1. that they are nationai wimps unable to lay 
down the law on how American aid money should be used; 2. that 
they are electoral wimps, responding more to domestic electoral 
threats than to the overall national interest of the United States; 
and, 3. that they are international law and legitimacy wimps, 
because they will not make a real effort to implement scores of 
U.N . resolutions related to the Arab-lsraeli conflict, as they did in 
the Gulf. 

Bush-Baker have been made to look like fools by the Israelis, 
and, as we just saw in Iraq, there is nothing more dangerous than 
.a scorned Texan would-be fool. Of course, they cannot militarily 
destroy Israel as they destroyed Iraq, but perhaps they can find 
the gumption to check Israel politically. It is clearly in the 
American national interest today to reign in Israel, to seek to 
promote peace and stability in the Middle East, and therefore to 
redefine long term ties between Arab/Mnslims/Mi dd 1 e Easterners, 
and Americans. The Americans obviously got the message: If this 
is not done, and if the rights and aspirations of the people of this 
region are not satisfied, the area will know only further violence 
and warfare. Tensions that accumulate have to be released, and 
they are usually released through regional wars and domestic 
rebellions. Washington will not send half a million troops to the 
Middle East twice a decade to deal with these problems, and the . 
fellows with the money in the Gulf. Japan and Germany will not 
frequently finance such a posse of politically crazed, morally 
dazed and historically drunken cowboys. 

In a few years, tbe burning of Kuwait will look like a mere 


Mideast oil: from alibi. to illusion 


By Maria KJehnas 

ONE of the most lasting forecasts 
of the world oil trade has been 
the notion that the industrialised 
nations wiU become increasingly 
dependent on OPEC and, within 
OPEC, Middle East ofl. Though 
recent developments indicate that 
such a dependence is unlikely to 
be as overwhelming as once 
thought, the Middle East will still 
remain the world's principal oil 
supplier. So will this be a founda- 
tion for a radical new era of 
international energy coopera- 
tion? Tbe answer is most definite- 
ly not. 

Thirty one years since the crea- 
tion of OPEC, and after four 
Middle East wars, the region has 
less control than ever before over 
its predominant natural resource. 
The reason for this extraordinary 
state of affairs is neither tbe 
machinations of die oil majors 
within an international capitalist 
conspiracy, nor die miraculous 
adoption by one-time nationalists 
of free market virtues. It stems 
from the parallel development of 
oil as a world commodity and its 
manipulation by politicians; a tac- 
tic which has emerged as firstly 
counter-productive and now 
simply financially embarrassing. 

. Thriving on Ugh prices 

Today’s oil prices, in real 
terms, i.e. when inflation is taken 
info account, are at the same 
level as they were in the 1960s. At 
that time countries m die Middle 
East and around the Gulf of 
Mexico provided most of das 
Don-Communist world’s oil. The 
expanding world economy 
brought the first phase of de- 
velopment to Third World coun- 
tries, including oil exploration. 
But the world was already mov- 
ing info recession before the 1973 
Arab-lsraeli war, a situation 
which deteriorated rapidly as a 
result of ofl price rises. 

Unsurprisingly the world oil 
industry thrived on high prices, 
and a pattern emerged. In the* 
1960s potential new oil producing 
areas were identified. In the 
1970s they were explored and in 
the 1980s they started to produce 
oil, which contributed to tbe mid- 
1980s glut. Technology improved 
alongside, so areas previously 
thought dry were successfully ex- 
plored again while more and 
more ofl was squeezed out of 
existing reservoirs. Tbe private 
sector industry became progres- 
sively more immune to price fluc- 
tuations, hedging usually through 
corporate tax concessions, and 
used the mid-1980s price drop as 
an excuse to restructure on more 
cost-effective lines. Today these 
companies are swimming in spare 
cash while the oil price lan- 
guishes. 

Not so OPEC, and its state oil 
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companies. The wave of oil in- 
dustry expropriations and 
nationalisations was hailed at the 
time as a major step forward in 
countries gaining control over 
their natural resources. It became 
unpopular to a point out that 
state-owned companies are really 
one of those lasting legacies of 
1930s European totalitarian ism 
designed for tbe exercise of poli- 
tical and economic control by a 
small elite over its own people. 
While private sector companies 
were forced to disclose more ab- 
out their operations through in- 
creasingly stringent rules on the 
securities and capital markets, as 
well as through popular pressure 
on governments, the state ofl 
sector dosed in on itself. Under 
tbe convenient alibi of “strategic 
national interests,” unaccount- 
able and corrupt governments 
proceeded to ran their oil indus- 
tries as personal fiefdoms. 

Instead of managing these en- 
terprises in a way that the nation- 
al company pays corporate tax 
and a dividend to the state as sole 
shareholder, there was massive 
embezzlement. Anything be- 
tween five and 40 per cent of 
gross oil revenues went, and in 
some cases still go, directly to the 
head of state and/or tbe military 
establishment. A fur t h er chunk 
went to pay for the establishment 
of large-scale, financially unfeasi- 
ble projects aimed at boosting 
national pride rather than the 
economy. Their international op- 
erations have been used as a 
useful conduit for funds into pri- 
vate offshore bank accounts. The 
state companies are unable even 
to sell petrol at realistic prices, 
something which could help their 
finances, because decades of 
emotional manipulation of oil as 
a national treasure has led to the 
expectation that it should be pro- 
vided for the population as an 
almost free service. Managed at' 
the top by political favourites and 
employing badly paid, disen- 
chanted professionals lower 
down, die state companies were 
left to run the industry on a 
drip-feed. Unable to cope with oil 
price fluctuations, and systemati- 
cally plundered by their govern- 
ments, these companies today are 
mostly either technically bank- ' 


rapt or close to the brink. 

Covering up for OPEC 

But whereas in some countries, 
nidi as in Latin America, some 
version of a national private sec- 
tor oil industry exists, though 
essentially still an appendage to 
the state, there is none in the 
Middle East. Only a handful of 
technical books on Middle East 
oil as a whole have been written. 
There is not even an approx- 
imately truthful history of tbe 
world’s premier oil region. Yet 
for nearly 30 years an influential 
alliance of Western academics, 
specialist oil journalists, OPEC, 
consultants and superannuated 
politicians have written innumer- 
able eulogies about the Middle 
East oil industry, without proper- 
ly examining the facts. Nor has 
any OPEC ofl minister been sub- 
jected to a really rigorous public 
questioning by these Western ex- 
perts. Indeed anyone, whether 
Arab or Iranian or Westerner, 
with first-hand experience of tbe 
industry and who has tried to 
counter this has been deemed 
persona non grata. Who in the 
democratic West, where there is 
easy access to detailed informa- 
tion about both private and pub- 
lic sector energy industries, has 
stood up and suggested that sure- 
ly the population of the Middle 
East deserves at least tbe same 
privilege? 

So the reason that many OPEC 
countries and various notables 
today are pressing for a dialogue 
between oil producing and ofl 
consuming countries is because 
OPEC is bankrupt and needs new 
investment which it should be 
able^to provide for itself but 
cannot. Over the last 20 years 
OPEC heads of state have had 
more power over their countries 
and their natural resources that 
any others in economic history. 
Instead of beating the West at its 
own game, winch was possible, 
the goods have been squandered. 
■But of course tbe politicians have 
to cover themselves by saying it 
was all someone ebe's fault. 

Tbe only industries which in- 
vest to any agnfncant degree, in 
Third World countries with short 
constitutional histories today are 
(he ofl and mining sector. They' 


can do because a country's ofl or 
mining legislation effectively 
overrides national law in terms of 
-profits repatriation, foreign ex- 
change controls and international 
• arbitration of disputes. Iran, 
which wants foreign investment 
to build Up its ofl sector after 
damage from the fiist Gulf war, 
provides none of these require- 
ments. Although letters of intent 
have been signed with some 
banks for further loans, no funds 
have been disbursed because 
bankers argue the legal system is 
not geared up to foreign borrow- 
ing. 

Such is die competition today 
for investment funds that West- 
ern bankers and oil companies 
can virtually write their own 
terms. And tf any country, be it 
Iran or the Golf or North Africa, 
does not comply, then the funds 
go elsewhere. Ten years ago 
Western mdustrialists talked ab- 
out “partnerships” in OPEC 
countries. Today they are no 
longer so polite. Tbe philosophy 
is “we pay, we control.” 

Of course if the Middle East 
.really wanted to ensure major 
.future capital investment in its oil 
sector, it could do so by providing 
standard investment terms as 
available in countries such as 
Colombia. If this were to happen 
every dollar of foreign oil invest- 
ment would go to the region but, 
under its present political systems 
the West, not the region’s gov- 
ernments, would control every 
cent. Ideally in a situation where 
a population has a real stake in 
the wealth and future welfare of 
its country, it does not matter 
who invests — nationals or fore- 
igners. Shnilariy without demo- 
cratic and accountable govern- 
ments, ofl nationalisation and pri- 
vatisation are equally meaning- 
less concepts. 

■ As democracy and accountable 
government are distant if not 
impossible goals for most of the 
Middle East, the region will con- 
tinue to sink into an economic 
morass. Various politicians, 
OPEC notables and international 
bureaucrats will try to counter 
this by fostering the illusion that 
tiie problems will be solved if all 
the players in tbe world’s oil 
industry cooperate. But as the 
world cfistribotftm of ml reserves 
and production is a shifting phe- 
nomenon, a strategy which 
attempts to fix tbe industry into 
some grand order is doomed to 
failure. ' 

The ofl industry has always 
made money by peddling illu- 
sions. At tiie begriming of the 
century ofl companies fooled gov- 
ernments tins way. Now at the 
end of the same esntuty desper- 
ate governments use tbe same 
tactics to dude their own popula- 
tions. — Middle East Intern*- 
tional, London. 


summer barbecue next to the political burning of other parts of 
the Middle East that wiB inevitably occur if present 
disparities persist unchecked, Who goes next? Saudi Arabia? 
Egypt? Turkey? Algeria? UAE? The best way to preve nt ifaf. 
and to reverse tbe trend of Arab national regression and 
explosion, is to solve tbe Arab-lsraeli problem according to 
international legitimacy and .U.N. resolutions, as a first step to 
addressing other regional issues. The logical way to do tbatwodd 
be to secure an Israeli withdrawal from the occupied territories, fo 
return for Arab coexistence with Israel. The only way to do that 
today, given Arab weakness, is to secure enough mtenutiofttl 
pressure on Israel, and make Israel recognise that it cannot 
occupy Arab lands and-expect peace with the Arabs. 

Ihe result of past policies sees the United Stoles today 
establishing new military alliances and semi-bases around the 
region, such as Turkey, Kuwait, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Egypt 
and Oman; to mention only tbe most obvious-ltboughr the idea 
of keeping Israel strong was to assure its security ami therefore 
the stability of tbe area. Wbat went wrong? Well, wbat went 
wrong, very simply, is that the Americans forgot that Arabs fired 
around hoe, too, and that many Arabs wanted something out of 
: life more meaningful than American financial aid, a 700 series 
BMW, or air conditioned shopping centres manned by foreign 
workers and selling imported goods. The Middle East rejpon is 
composed of people other than Israelis, oil Arabs, and Arab 
autocrats and paternalistic despots. If that was not clear before, it 
should be dear now. The Americans are learning that history 
does not always correspond to television land, or to electoral 
districts m New Jersey. 

Israel’s strategic value to the U.S. was always exaggerated, but 
it now appears to have disappeared almost completely. Israel may 
be transforming itself into a liability to Washington. We have 
always said that, but Washington also may be starting to- 
appreciate It these days, as the fires of Kuwait send dark cfouds 
around the world. Tbe dark douds are not mere physical 
phenomena, but political phenomena as well — they are modem 
smoke signals, sent by the Arab Indians to tbe American 
cowboys, carrying the message: “white man, tread carefully, for 
all is not well in the Middle East.” 

The loan guarantees delay may be a return signal, by tired 
cowboys who know they cannot continue to ride their horses 
roughshod throughout the world, shooting up everything in their 
path because they find it easier to use their gims than to use (heir 
minds. If it is a return signal, we should acknowledge it, and seek 
to nurture the cowboys away from their crazed world of whiskey • 
and six-shooters. 

The Middle Hast is a land of miracles, and history moves right 
along. If we are witnessing a miraculous transformation of wimps 
into wisemen, let us* applaud and prod the process. If, on the 
other band, this is merely a sober moment in between sprees of 
crazed and drunken political depravity, then let us all re-load, and 
prepare for tbe next round of battle. I prefer miracles, and still 
believe in them. 


Fall of Soviet 
communism deals 
treble blow to 


Mitterrand 


By Paul Taytar 
Rcuter 

PARIS — The collapse of com- 
munist rule in the Soviet Union 
has dealt a treble blow to French 
President Francois Mitterrand. 

It has wrongfooted his foreign 
policy, devastated the French 
Communist Party (PCF), whose 
support he needs to 1 govern, and 
called into question toe ideology 
of his own Socialist Party. 

Tbe president, in office for 10 
years, was widely criticised for 
lending credibility to tbe leaders 
of last month's failed Soviet coup, 
and apparently foiling to under- 
stand the shift of power to non- 
communist Russian leader Boris 
Yeltsin and the rndependence- 
seekmg Soviet republics. 

•Mr. Yeltsin underlined the 
point last week by warmly wel- 
coming conservative French 
opposition leader Jacques Chir ac 
in Moscow after avoiding Foreign 
Minister Roland Dumas in 
Estonia. 

Even normally supportive com- 
mentators such as Serge July, 
editor of the left-wing daily Li- 
beration, said Mitterrand had 
blundered because, at heart, he 
was happier with central com- 
■ munist rule in the Soviet Union. 

“Standing permanently on the 
brake pedal, he has tried ever 
since general (Wojciecfa) 
Jaruzelski’s coup in Poland in 
December 1981 to slow down the 
crazy pace of history,” July 
wrote. 

'The Soviet upheaval caught 
him on the wrong foot. Once 
again, be was unable to hide his 
unease." 

Mr. Mitterrand’s public rela- 
tions consultant and friend, Jac- 
ques Seguela, said the president's 
performance raised tbe question 
of the border line between 
extreme caution and downright 
cowardice. 

Since the foil of tbe Berlin wall, 
Mr. Mitterrand has seemed ill at 
ease with the results of the end of 
toe cold war — a reunited and 
strengthened Germany, new East 
European democracies knocking 
on the European Community’s* 
door and the end of the Soviet 
counterweight to U.S. global 
power. 

To Mr. Mitterrand's chagrin, 
these events have reduced 
France’s influence and made its 
nudear arsenal less important. 


But toe domestic fallout from 
the second Russian revolution 
may outweigh the external 
damage. 

The collapse of the Soviet 
Communist Party has accelerated 
toe decline of France’s own hard- 
line communists, just as the 
socialists were starting to woo 
them ahead of regional elections 
next year and a parliamentary 
poll due by 1993. 

Only weeks ago. socialist lead- 
er Pierre Mauroy was lunching 
with communist boss Georges 
March ais, and socialist Prime 
Minister Edith Cresson was re- 
calling nostalgically the good old 
days when communist ministers 
sat in Mr. Mitterrand’s first 
cabinet. 

On August 19, the PCF polit- 
buro expressed understanding for 
the Soviet coup and avoided 
backing ousted President Mikhail 
Gorbachev. Mr- Marchais later 
made a withering attack on Mr. 
Yeltsin. 

Now Mauroy has hastily turned 
his back on toe communist lead- 
ership, declared the PCF incap- 
able of reform and appealed to 
disaffected communists to join a 
new broad left alliance. 

But the socialists are divided 
over how to deal with the com- 
munists. Interior Minister Philip- 
pe Marchand, for example, has 
defended toe French communists 
against any linkage with tbe 
Soviet party. 

Mr. Mitterrand aides- dearly 
hope communist members and 
voters will now defect to the 
socialists, but in the past decade 
many have swung straight to the 
far-right national from. 

Some socialist leaders have 
acknowledged that the end of 
, Soviet communism poets intellec- 
tual problem for the entire 
French left, inducting toe Social- 
ist Party. 

Marxist influence stretched for 
beyond the PCF. Mr. Mitterrand 
himself came to office on a- plat- 
form laced with Marxist jargon 
^nd policies such as tbe nationa- 
lisation of banks, insurance and 
much of industry. 

The president, who in his early 
years railed against the arrogance 
of money, underwent a painful 
conversion to capitalism ip Jus 
first three yeara.in office. Bat be 
is stfli resisting in France toe 
w ho!esale privatisation which is 
now sweeping eastern and west- 
ern Europe. 
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The South Centre: Network for South-South cooperation 


The South Commission at its finaT meeting held in Arusha, 
Tanzania, in October 1990 decided to establish the Sooth Centre. 
It gave the centre the mandate of promoting the implementation 
of the recommendations contained, in the Commission's Report, 
“The Challenge to the south." The centre has been established 
for a two-year period under t he chairmanship of Mwaiimu Julius 
K. Nyererc. 


.The Sooth Commission 
$ The South Commission itself 
‘ was established in 1987. At the 
the Non-Aligned Summit Meet- 
ing. held in Harare iri September 
1986, Dr. Mahathir Bin Moham- 
mad prime minister of Malaysia, 
announced the intention to estab- 
lish the Commission and also 
made known diat Mwaiimu Julius 
K. Nyerere, former president of 
Tanzania, had accepted , the in-- 
vitation to be its chairman. The 
establishment of an independent 
commission had been proposed 
earlier at an international meet- 
ing held in Malaysia, with the 
prime minister of Malaysia head- 
ing a steering committee to make 
the preliminary arrangements for 
bringing it into existence. 

In the months following the 
announcement at Harare, Mwafi- 
mu Nyerere travelled widely in 
the South to discuss the tasks of 
the -commission with people m 
public life, in the business and 
.academic communities, and in 
*Yi»n^goveramentai organisations. 
In July 1987 he announced the 
composition of the commission; it 
consisted of distinguished indi- 
viduals from the South who had 
different backgrounds and poli- 
tical persuasions. 

The commission adopted its 
terms of reference at its second 
meeting in Kuala Lumpur in 
March 1988. In brief, these con- - 
sisted of: undertaking an analysis, 
of national development experi- 
ences in die South and elaborat- 


ing an integrated perspective and 
vision of the future; evaluating 
the global environment to assess 
its implications for the develop- 
ment prospects of the South; 
making an assessment of Soutb- 
South cooperation and encourag- 
ing collective self-reliance in 
order to widen the options for the 
South's development strategies; 
carrying out an assessment of 
South-North relations to deter- 
mine how the voice of the South 
can be strengthened and its role 
- enhanced in the search for, and 
the implementation of, greater 
equity in a new world order. 

The commission functioned as 
an independent body, with its 
members serving in their personal 
capacities. Its term was set for 
three years and its work was 
financed by contributions from 
the developing countries. The 
commission's secretariat was 
established in. {Geneva with assist- 
ance from the government of 
Switzerland. 

To enable it to fulfil! its man- 
date, the commission held exten- 
sive consultations with govern- 
ments. international organisa- 
■ dons, and - individuals. It estab- 
lished working groups to look 
-into specific areas and asked ex- 
perts and renowned individuals 
from both the South and the 
North to prepare papers for its 
use. In different countries it held 
ten foil meetings of commission 
members, at whicb extensive dis- 
cussions and consideration of 


papers took place. 

In the course of its three years 
of operation, the commission 

- issued separate statements on two 
pressing issues: external debt and 
the Uruguay round of trade nego- 
tiations. And in August 1990 it 
released its report. “The Chal- 

. lenge to the South,” in which it 
set out its findings and recom- 
mendations. 

In its report, the commission 
has assessed the South's achieve- 
ments and failings in the develop- 
ment field and suggested direc- 
tions for reform. Although the 
commission carried out its work 
in the final years of a decade that 
devastated many economies in 
the South, the report strikes a 
note of hope and makes a cogent 
case for self-reliant, people- 
centred development strategies. 
The commission also shows how 
developing countries could gain 
strength — and bargaining power 

— through mutual cooperation. 
Describing how the world 
arrangements for trade, finance, 
and technology handicap the 
South, it urges' the countries of 
the South to. act in solidarity in 
the multitude of North-South 
negotiations. It also argues that 
growing global interdependence 
makes it beneficial to all peoples 
that the developing countries 
have a fairer chance to escape 
poverty and attain sustainable de- 
velopment. 

The South Commission noted 
at its final meeting in Arusha. 
Tanzania (6-7 Oct. 1990) that 
while the publication of its report 
signalled the completion, of its 
most important task, the event 
marked only the end of one phase 
of its work. The commission real- 
ised that much work and effort 


would be required to implement 
and to bring to fruition the many . 
recommendations that it had 
made in its report. In particular, 
there is a need to work energeti- 
cally to promote people-centred 
development, enhanced South- 
South cooperation, and the res- 
tructuring of the global economic 
system to allow for the sustained 
development of the South. 

Although the life of the commis- 
sion. and hence its mandate, en- 
ded on Oct. 31, 1990. the mem- 
bers resolved to entrust their 
chairman, Julius K. Nyerere, 
with the important task of guiding- 
and energising the initial phases 
of this follow-up work. 

The commission felt that this 
follow-up work should, in the 
main, consist of activities to: 

— disseminate the report and 
its principal messages; 

— mobilise support for the 
report's recommendations 
throughout the South as well as in 
the North and 

— initiate specific activities to 
implement and/or further elabo- 
rate different, recommendations 
or groups of recommendations 
from the report. 

To assist the chairman and 
members in this task, the com- 
mission resolved to set up organi- 
sational facilities for a period of 
up to two years. These facilities 
— to be known as the South 
Centre — were to consist of small 
offices in Dar-es-Salaam and 
Geneva. 

, The commissioners pledged to 
give their full support and assist- 
ance to the South Centre, which 
was to have a small team of 
professional and support staff. In 
addition it was envisaged that an 
Advisory Committee, composed 


of noted individuals from the 
■South and including some com- 
missioners. would be formed to 
give assistance to the chairman, 
and guidance to the work of the 
centre. 

The South Centre started its 
operation on Nov. 1, 1990. In 
Geneva, the centre occupies pan 
of the former premises of the 
South Commission. As with the 
commission, the Swiss govern- 
ment has agreed to defray the 
rental and other costs of the 
premises; it has also given the 
South Centre the legal status of 
an international organisation with 

the attendant privileges and im- 
munities. 

Activities of the centre 

* Assisted by the Advisory Com- 
mittee comprising the following 
members: Mwaiimu Julius K. 

Nyerere; chairman. Robert 
Mugabe. Carlos Andres Perez. 
George Vassiliou. Mahathir Bin 
Mohammad. Carlos Rodriguez. 
Manmohan Singh, Abdullatif A1 
Hamad, Solita Co II as- Monsod. 
Abubaker Diaby-Outtara, Aldo 
Ferrer . Pius Okigbo. Qian 
Jiadong, Shridath Ramphal and 
former commisioners. Mwaiimu 
Nyerere. through the South Cen- 
tre, is maintaining and expanding 
his contacts with government, 
political and parliamentary lead- 
ers, and opinion-makers in the 
South, and also in the North. In 
addition, the chairman is de- 
veloping contacts and coopera- 
tion with important actors outside 
governments and with non- 
governmental organisations in 
order to inform them about the 
report and its key messages and 
recommendations, and to enlist 
their cooperation in the follow-up 


‘Palestinians will elect their representatives’ 


‘Jordan will not go it alone’ 


(CoBtfaued from pa gt 1) 

peace and so a co mp rehensive 
peace will be there.” 

Q: Prime Minister Shamir says be 
will pull Israel out of the peace 
conference if be is not satisfied 
with the composition of the 
Palestinian delegation. What is 
your-reaction to that statement? 
(A: My reaction is that the least 
AsakTthe better. The most impor- 
tant' element now is to take 
advantage of this moment and 
there is no other option or 
alternative to moving towards 
solving tins chronic problem, the 
root cause of instability in our* 
region. So I think we should 
move, away from old cficbes and 
positions, and we should leave 
them to the time when we negoti- 
ate to implement Security Coun- 
cil Resolutions 242 and 338, to 
realise the Palestinian legitimate 
rights on Palestinian soil, security 
of Israel, and to finally give ev- 
erybody a chance to move away 
from this problem into a better 
future for all the people in the 
region and for generations .to j 
come. 

Q: Your government has asked 
the United States for assurances 
of the implementation of 242 and 
338 in advance of the conference. 
In the absence of such assur- 
ances, are you still willing to 
attend? 

A: We have asked for clarifica- 
tions here and there as regards to 
*4the United States position, but 
f we have sought no prior assur- 
ances. 

“I believe we are .starting a 
process that would require all to 
see what is at stake and what the 
promfce of the future is. As feu as 


we . are -concerned we certainly 
like to know what tbe United 
States' position is on certain 
aspects of the problem. But 
beyond that, we hope that the 
process itself will produce the 
answers and we know what the 
foundations for a solution are. 
Q: Your government applauded 
the U.S. decision to delay loan 
guarantees to Israel. Do you view 
that decision as an effective prod. 


with which to force Israel to the 
peace table? 

A: I wish not to antagonise any. 
And 1 would say that it shows to a 
degree that only the United 
States is interested in playing a 
constructive role in bringing ab- 
out a Palestinian-Israeli and an 
Arab-Israeli settlement ot the 
problem not only with the coun- 
tries immediately around Israel 
but within the region as a whole. 


Jordan needs $4.5b in five years 


(Continued from page 1) 


He said -the figures were based 
on a survey of 46,000 students 
enrolled in state schools by the 
NNatiooal Centre for Education 
Research and Development 
along with field data gathered by . 
tire Statistics Department in Au- 
gust. 

Recent government surveys in- 
dicate that only between 23 and 
36 pec cent of returned citizens 
own land or bosuing in Jordan. 


More than 80 per cent have set- 
tied in the capita] and Jordan's 
second city, Zarqa, an. industrial 
centre north of Amman. 

.“This concentration is creating 
more pressure on tbe resources, 
the water, bosuing, medical ser- 
vice and education and there will 
be a negative impact on tbe en- 
vironment,” Dr. Fariz said. 

Tbe population increase in 
Amman is causing unprecedented 
traffic problems and water shor- 
tages, as weh as a boom in the 
construction of houses and shops. 


U.N. reports clashes in north Iraq 


(Contained from page 1) 

villages and towns, appealed on 
Monday for U.N. and Western 
help. 

He said about 60 people were 
injured and hundreds were forced 
to flee on Sunday when Iraqi 
troops attacked the town of Ta- 
qtaq, one of seven places which 
he said came under attack Satur- 
day and Sunday. 

Prince Sadruddin’s office said: 
“Tbe executive delegate appeals 
on behalf of all the United Na- 
tions offices involved for max- 


imum restraint to be exercised so 
that the essential humanitarian 
objectives can be realised in the 
interests of Iraq's entire popula- 
tion.” 

Tbe fighting broke ont with 
negotiations at a critical point 
between the Baghdad govern- 
ment and the Kurdish groups 
which led a disasteroos rebellion 
after the Gulf war in February. 

An autonomy agreement has 
been proposed that would grant 
Kurds significant political rights. 
Kurds are divided over whether 
to accept it. 


(Continued from page 1) 

including the siege of Aqaba port 
and the failure of international 
organisations to respond ade- 
quately or proportionately to Jor- 
dan’s Deeds in the way of coping 
with tbe repercussions of the Gulf 
crisis, including absorbing nearly 
300,000 Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians evicted from. Kuwait and 
other Gulf states. 

He explained that although the 
United Nations confirmed that 
Jordan's losses, not including the 
cost of absorbing the returnees, 
amounted to $5 billion in the Gulf 
crisis, “the feet is Jordan has 
received no more than $400 mil- 
lion in grants.” 

* • The Crown Prince said that if 
Israeli criteria were taken as stan- 
dard for absorbing Soviet Jewish 
immigrants (according to which 
the cost of absorbing one person 
amounts to over $50,000) Jordan 
would then have to ask for $15 
billion to meet the influx of dis- 
placed Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians. 

The Crown Prince struck a link 
between Jordan's participation in 
tbe proposed negotiations and 
tbe need to work towards a just 
and comprehensive peace that 
achieves stability through * solu- 
tion of interregional problems 
such as water, tbe arms race, tbe 
debt problem, energy and 
population matters. 

He did not rule out “pleasant 
surprises” in tbe context of im- 
proving inter- Arab relations be- 
fore or even during the peace' 
negotiations, and called for “a 
minimum level of regional coor- 
dination among Arab parties to 
guarantees the success of the 
peace process.” 


Responding to a question on 
bow Jordan envisaged the fixture 
of the occupied territories and its 
relationship with Jordan, the 
Crown Prince said that despite 
the limitations in resources and 
geographical space, “an end to 
the occupation could turn the 
occupied territories into a source 
of stability for tbe region.” He 
expressed confidence that Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian “human re- 
sources” were capable of achiev- 
ing economic revival and growth 
in tbe occupied territories. 

On regional economic coopera- 
tion, Prince Hassan said rich oil- 
producing Arab states were now 
seeking to join and. completely 
merge in the economies of tbe 
first world, away from the econo- 
mies of other Arab countries. He 
said that meant “a temporary 
freeze of inter-regional coopera- 
tion based on the idea of integra- 
tion.” 

He said this situation pushed 
less privileged countries such as 
Jordan to address Western gov- 
ernments directly to seek to build 
its economy and receive bilateral 
assistance. 

Shamir 

. (Con ti n u ed from page I) 

“I think it’s that policy position that 
yon see reflected in those state- 
ments.” be said. 

“Notwit h standi n g the foci that we 
have a difference of opinion with 
respect to the question of timing of 
the issue of absorption aid, I believe 
that the government of Israel remains 
committed to peace." he added. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr 
Mass warned Israel Monday not to 
delay the proposed conference.- 


process. 

The former commissioners, on 
their part, have pledged to sup- 
port the chairman in this work. In 
addition, they view themselves as 
representing the nucleus of a 
growing, self-reliant activist net- 
work for South-South coopera- 
tion. They are independently 
undertaking information dissemi- 
nation and other follow-up activi- 
ties in their respective countries, 
regions and professional fields. 

In addition to the follow-up 
work that is being undertaken by 
the chairman and former commis- 
sioners. the South Centre is en- 
gaged in activities to: 

— Ensure the wide and effec- 
tive distribution of copies of the 
English and non-English editions 
of the report, as well as to prom- 
ote its translation into other lan- 
guages spoken in the developing 
countries, with a view to making 
it accessible to a wide readership 
in the South. 

— Encourage and assist other 
organisations to hold national, re- 
gional and interregional seminars 
to discuss the report, with the 
participation and help of commis- 
sioners and noted scholars and 
academics. The seminars are ex- 
pected to bring together influen- 
tial policy/and decision-makers, 
opinion-makers, business lead- 
ers, trade unionists, academic ex- 
perts and social workers. 

— Cooperate with the Non- 


Aligned Movement (NAM), the 
Group of 77. the Group of 15 and 
other institutions of (he South in 
the effort to strengthen South- 
South solidarity and enhance 
South-South cooperation and to 
strengthen mechanisms for such 
cooperation. 

— Build and expand contacts 
with non-governmental organisa- 
tions. religious groups, and olher 
organisations, to establish a net- 
work of institutions in the South 
and to encourage these organisa- 
tions to carry forward the recom- 
mendations of the report to their 
respective countries and com- 
munities. 

— Bring to the attention of 
national, regional, and sub- 
regional bodies sections of the 
report which may have relevance 
to their work, and in general 
encourage the use of the report as 
input in their policies, program- 
mes. and activities. 

— Promote programmes for 
South-South student exchange 
and help establish the “South 
Foundation” to grant fellowships 
for study in the South by students 
and scholars from the South. This 
will involve establishing mechan- 
isms to identify educational in- 
stitutions that would make up the 
South's Network of Centres of 
Excellence where students and 
scholars can go for training and 
research. 

— Within its capacity, convene 


& j 


expert groups or commission pap- 
ers on such issues as the reform of 
the U.N. system, the environ- 
ment and sustainable develop- 
ment, food security, or other 
topics which may have a vital 
bearing on the development pros- 
pects of the South, the results of 
such analyses or deliberations will 
be published and submined to the 
governments of developing coun- 
tries. the NAM. G-77 and G-15. 
and to other organisations. 

— Publish a quarterly newslet- 
ter, The South Letter. , 

— Produce a companion 
volume of commentaries on the 
report in order to give to re- 
nowned individuals, experts and 
political figures concerned with 
(development, the opportunity to 
comment publicly on the report 
and to bring into a single focus to 
representative sample of reac- 
tions to and views on the report. 

— Towards the end of the 
expected life of the centre, pre- 
pare a follow-up report (The 
Challenge to the South — Two 
Years After) which would review 
events since the report was issued 
and. where appropriate, update 
its findings. 

The programmes and activities 
of the South Centre are expected 
to be financed through voluntary' 
contributions from governments, 
foundations and other funding 
institutions from the South and 
from the North. 


* - * 

Iraqi Jordanian Land Transport Co. 

TENDER NO. ( 10 / 91 ) 

SALE OF USED TRUCK - TRACTORS 
(IN GOOD WORKING CONDITIONS) 

The Iraqi Jordanian Land Transport Company intends to sell (105) used 

Steyr truck tractors manufactured in 1981/1982. 

RELATED INFORMATION: 

.1. Custom duties unpaid, 

2- All - truck tractors are in good working condition 

3. Offers can be submitted to buy one or all truck - tractors 

4. Truck- tractors can be checked and inspected at the company’s 
garages in Aqaba, Jordan, starting September 10, 1991. 

5- Copies of terms, conditions, and technical specifications can be 
bought for the sum of (100) Jordanian dinars (JD), non-refundable, 
from the company’s main offices in Amman, between 4th and 5th 
Circles, Jabal Amman, during official woorking hours (0800-1430), 
starting from (11-9-1991). 

6. Closing date for submitting offers is (10-10-1991). (1200 Hrs). 

7- Address: 

P.O.Box 5134, Amman/Jordan 
Phone No.: 677680, 672502, 672509 
Tlx.No.: 22237 
Fax No.: 602870 

Dr. Shaker Mahadin 
Director General 
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THE PROFESSIONALS: 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 1 
/ THE RELIABLE 

f PACKNG, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES, CUSTOMS 

. CLEARANCE, TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS- ! 

AMIN KAMARASONrl 

«WTEL 60467® 604696 
V^S>s. P.O.BOX 7806 ■ Vr 5* 


• Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sate - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 
available for safe. 

For further details, please 
■■■ caff 

Abdotin Real 


•19605, 810609, 
_Fnc 510520. 


Ar exclusive gift shopV. 

If Italian shoes, \ 
leather goods, - 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches,pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

Shmolsani - Grindays Bank Bldg. 

Tel. 669 457 


SipOHiUG 

Professional Quality in 
l.-Hour Scrvkfc 
^Develop your colour film at 
our stop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 


* Free nntmrg*- 
mamat 20 x 30 cm 

. i 

Shncgaai - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
rftrefieh ttdi 323891 . 


RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 



Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area 


CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


CROWN I 

INT’L EST. | 

Packing, shipping, || 
forwarding, storage, H 
clearing, door-to-door s 
service R 

• Air, Sea and Land J 

80 oww 

Tel: 664090 1 

Fax: 6908S2 1 

lP.OBox 926487 AmmanJ 




russiok 


Two shows oday at 5:30 mi &30p.m 
Tin Al AS - the University 
Hospital bridge 


-iTheMXM.; 
wtiihme Reitauraot 
.-to Jordan 


AMy^GirlsSchait 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
-■ pjo. - 

7tiQ - Midnight 

T*L 93896 $ 



' CHEN'S. v 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
■ -Engineers’ Housing 
> : Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barfetquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Teh 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities- 

Open daily 12tf0 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 -Midnight / 



Special Chinese Foods 
Skflted Chinese Chefs 


Open J2JOJ30 A ft.-flP.JjJB da£y 


want saqrn Road 
near PhOadeiptoa Hotel 



f net Tasted 

MwtftUKd 
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Jordan Times ill 


The First Class Hotel fti 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


The Agency Pdom Hotel ***** 

LOBBY LOUNGE 












ifficult year ends with 
ream win for Edberg 


NEW YORK (R ) — Stefan 
HdL’Sfg .ended a disappointing 
Grand Slam year with a dream 
win at the ILS. Open tennis 
championship* Sunday. 

At the Grand Slam event that 
.has been a traditional source of 
frustration (dr the soft-spoken 
Swede, Edberg played the best 
tennis cf his career to trounce 
American Jhn Courier 6-2, 6-4, 
M). 

“It’s really hard to believe. It 
was almost Bke a dream out 
there,” said 'flic 25-year-old 
Edberg, whcrwfll regain his world 
number one when- die new rank- 
ings are released Monday. 

“The further the match went 
on, the more comfortable I felt. I 
just feh great ©tit there. I felt like 
I could do ataost anything and 
the strategy vMd* I had going out 
. today worked ps well as I could 
have ever hoped. 

“It’s fantastic that you can 
actually play, such a good match 
in a Grand 9am final for three 
sets without losing the concentra- 
tion once,” he added. 

Ironically, Edberg had often 
been accused of lacking the men- 
tal toughness nec essar y to win the 
open, considered by players to be 
the most difficult of the four 
Grand Slams. - 

He bad suffered a series of 
rti-^ p|Mgntmcnt» here in the past. 
In 1939 Edberg fell to Jimmy 
Connors, who was then, consi- 
dered over the hill. The previous 
year he was upset by Aaron 
Kirckstein, also in the fourth 
round. 

Edberg always seemed to be 
bothered by the noise, .the wind, 
difficult night match conditions or 
Skirting garbage floating around 
the Louis Armstrong Stadium. 
There was always some excuse 
for Edbeig's inability to play up 
to the expectations -at the open. 

The two-time Wimbledon and 
Australian Open champion suf- 


fered his greatest humiliation 
here last year when he came in as 
- top seed and hot favourite only to 
crash out in the fast round. 

But at the 1991 open, Edberg 
put it all together. 

His graceful serve and volley 
game, a perfect combination of 
power and finesse, was firing on 
all cylinders from his brilliant 
fourth-round victory over 
Michael Chang through his de- 
molition of Courier on the final 
Sunday. 

“It’s really something to actual- 
ly win it here after what hap- 
pened last year and the last cou- 
ple of years where New York 
hasn’t been the greatest place for 
my tennis. 

“Actually to turn it around 
-here, it’s really bard to describe,” 
Edberg said in the post-match 
interview, his huge silver trophy 
by his side. 

“The last four matches 1 played 
here, I flunk I played as weD as I 
can,” said Edberg, whose pre- 
views best showings have come on 
Wimbledon’s centre court against 
Boris Becker, who must surren- 
der his beloved number one to 
the Swede. 

“I really peaked, especially for 
the last two matches here where I 
played very solid tennis, first to 
beat (Ivan) Lendl yesterday (6-3, 
6-3, 6-4) and then to beat Courier 
today. 

“Still winning Wimbledon the 
first time is always going to be 
very special to me," said the 
London resident, who claimed his 
fast Wimbledon crown in 1988. 
“But this ranks number two or 
three to me. It’s just great to win 
here.” 

Edberg had been frustrated by 
his showings at this year's first 
three Grand Slams. 

“I have been number one most 
of the year, but I haven’t really 
done it in the Slams,” he said. 

“I lost to Lendl in Australia (in 


SPORTS MEWS Ml [BRIEF 

SMit scores 1st goal for Marseille 

PARIS (R) — England midfielder Trevor Steven scored his first 
goal for Mareeffie to help the French champions snatch a 2-0 
home win over Toulouse in the French Soccer League. Substitute 
Daniel Xuereb opened the scoring with a header after 43 mitmtes 
a/>-J Steven, wholmned last month from Glasgow Rangers for a 
50 million francs (about $8.3 milHon) transfer fee, made it 2-0 four 
minutes into die second half. The win meant Marseille retained 
their second place and dosed their gap on leaders Monaco to two 
points. Monaco had an easy 3-0 bomc.vrth over Toulon Saturday. * 
Marseille, who had eight players on the pitch in Bratislava when 
France beat Czechoslovakia 2-1 in a European Championship 
match Waheafay, looked relatively uninspired against a brave 
Toulouse sfcfc. Ace striker Jean-Pierre Papin, wbo scored twice in 
Czechoslovakia, was hurt in a collision with Toulouse’s goalkeep- 
er Robin Hack and had to leave the pitch after 37 minutes. The 
French. champions were without the injured Chris Waddle of 
England and defender Basile BoE. 

^uftoddamah beaten by stable companion 

PARIS (R) — Uproar broke out after Priolo, ridden by Gerald 
Mosse, got up in the last stride to beat die English trained* 
outsider Mukaddamah by a short head in the Group One Prix Du 
Moulin dd Unyhamp Sunday. France’s champion MDer Hector 
Protector, the favourite and a stable companion of the winner, 
lost his mne^ace unbeaten record on home turf, finishing only 
seventh of the 12. There was pandemonium around the winner’s 
enclosure as noisy booing and jeering racefans made their feelings 
crystal-dear, angry that the Francois Boutin Stable had won the 
important l** with the lesser fancied hone. At one stage 
members of die public had to be restrained. Jockey Freddie Head 
explained Hector Protector’s poor ran, lamenting: Tie got 
bumped a couple of times after a furlong and then just lost 
ntieresL” 

Soviet* take lead In world gymnastics 

INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana (R) — The Soviet Union earned the 
top four spots in the men’s compulsory exercises to give than a 
commanding fend in the World Gymnastics Championships. Igor 
KorobchinSD, Vi tali Scherbo mid Valeri liukin picked np 
Sunday's highest individual scores to take over the all-around lead 
from cotnpatrk* Grigori Misutin, who led after Saturday”s 
round. The defending world and Olympic champion Soviets lead 
the competition with 291.825 points, just 3.875 points ahead of 
Germany,' followed by Japan and China which are within a tenth 
of a point in thfrd and fourth. “We felt our team was the strongest 
one ben,” saM KorobchmskL, the defending world all-around 
champtdn. “We are competing among ourselves the way we do in 
training,” be said. ” 


: GOREN BRIDGE 

WITH OHM SHARIF 
A TANNMt WRSCH 

>'■991 TMum Mvtt Harriets, Inc. 

WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4953 'KQMT76 0762 *J4 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
’ the bidding with three hearts. What 
action do you take? 

Q-2 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold; 

4AQ1074 I ?Q82 OA0 *J63. 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 4 Pass 2 0 Pass 

7 

What do you bid now? 

Q 3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*A2 7KQJB872 05 *AQ6 

The bidding baa -proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 • Pass .Pass ? 

What do yon bid now? 

Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 


hold: 

4A1063 '78752 vA762 *6 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Blast South West North 

1 * Pass 1 A Dbl 

2 4 ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.5 — Ab South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

4QJ652 ;QS43 06 +KI08 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

3 9 Dbl Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Q-6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AE1075 7AKJ107 yfi 498 
The bidding has proceeded 
Sooth West North East 

1 4 Pass 2 4 Pass 

9 

What do you bid now? 


the semifinals), I had him down 
two match points. In the French X 
lost in the quarterfinals,” he said 
of his four-set less to eventual 
champion Courier. 

“Then Wimbledon when I had 
everything going for me I lost that 
incredible match to (Michael) 
Stich,” he said referring to their 
amazing semifinal in which 
Edberg lost in four sets without 
ever dropping his serve. 

But no one can take away bis 
sensational U.S. Open victory. 

“This has sort of made up for 
the year,” Edberg said. 

“Whatever happens the rest of 
the year, I win be a happy man.” 

Edberg and Monica Seles re- 
turned to the top with their first 
U.S. Open tennis titles but it was 
Jimmy Connors wbo won the 
crowd and stole the show. 

No discussion of the 1991 edi- 
tion of the two-week circus can be 
complete without three words — 
James Scott Connors. 

The ageing warrior and master 
showman of tennis — battling 
men half his age as weD as the 
limitations of bis 39-year-old 
body — reduced other matches to 
mere warm-up acts. 

Seats for the Jimmy Connors 
show became the hottest property 
in town. One scalper was heard 
complaining that Connors tickets 
were harder to come by than 
seats for the super bowl. 

Every one of his matches 
crackled with the electricity of a 
final, as Connors fought to lift 
once more the torch of American 
tennis that it seemed he and John 
McEnroe had long since surren- 
dered to a new generation of 
rising stars. 

Meanwhile, Jim Courier was 
humbled but not demoralised af- 
ter suffering bis worn loss of the 
year in the U.S. Open final 
Sunday. 

T have been pummelled be- 
fore but this is the worst beating 1 



Stefan Edberg 

have taken this year,” said the 
fourth-seeded Courier of the 6-2, 
6-4, 6-0 thumping he took from 
second-seeded Stefan Edberg, 
“Life goes on.” 

Life has been very good this 
year for the hard-hitting, 21 -year- 
old Floridian. 

After finishing last year ranked 
in the mid-2Qs for the second 
consecutive year. Courier has 
rocketed into the top five. 

Courier punctuated his rise by 
winning his first Grand Slam title 
by pounding his way through the 
French Open field, beating his 
Davis Cnp teammate Andre 
Agassi in die final. 

“I had no idea as to what the 
year was going to bring for me,” 
said Courier, who reached toe 
Wimbledon quarterfinals and the 


s em i finals rtf hrs last three tnnrna, 

merits. 

Conner’s Grand Slam year 
started as it ended — with a loss 
to Edberg in the round of 16 at 
the Australian Open. 

Courier could not find an 
answer to Edbeig’s total mastery 
in the most lopsided open final 
sauce Ivan Lendl’s victory over his 
Czechoslovak compatriot MDos- 
lav Metir in 1986. 

T did the best that I could 
today and I was beaten by the 
better man,” said Cornier, who 
won just nine points in tiro last 
set “There is certainly no shame 
in that. 

“I have been in two Grand 
Slam finals this year and you 
know, that in itself to me is pretty 
incredible.” 


<* * 

Schillaci puts Juventus top of league 


ROME (R) — Invents, eager to 
exorcise the nightmares of last 
season, went top of the Italian 
Soccer League thanks to striker 
Salvatore Sdnllad. 

The Turin giants, past cham- 
pions 22 times but without a place 
in Europe tins season for the first 
time in 28 yean, won 1-0 at Foggia 
with a goal from tiro 'Italian 
World Cup hero. 

It was Juventus second league 
win in as many matches and 
followed a string of pre-season 
victories for a side revamped by 
coach Giovanni Trapattom on his 
return to his okl chib. 

Juventus are level on points at 
the top with AC Milan who beat 
Cagliari 1-0 at home thanks to a 
penalty converted by Dutch strik- 
er Marco Van Basten after just 
three minutes. 

AC Milan President Silvio Ber- 
lusconi was highly critical of tiro 
team’s tactics, although they 
won. 

“Milan amply cannot play with 
only one striker here at tiro San 


Siro (in Milan),” the media mag- 
nate said, his criticism apparently 
aimed at new team coach Fabio 
Capeflo. 

“I don’t agree with this tactic 
because all the good work that is 
.done in midfield has nowhere to 
go, doesn't have enough firepow- 
er in the centreofthe attack,” hp., 
said. '.'1' " ^ 

EUROPEAN SOCCER 


Capello, who replaced the 
higfrly-saccessful Arrigo Sacchi 
this season, will have to change 
tactics for next Sunday’s dash 
with Juventus because of an in- 
jury to Van Basten. 

The Dutch striker limped off 
just before halftime with 'a thi gh 
muscle injury and may be out for 
10 days. 

Former east German cham- 
pions Hansa Rostock, the sur- 
prise eariy-season pacesetters in 
the Bundestiga, came down to 


earth with a 2-0 defeat at newly- 
promoted Duisburg. 

The result demoted the dub 
frtmi top to third in the table, one 
point behind leaders Eintracht 
Frankfort. 

Soviet striker Wlacfimir Lofty 
and Patrick Nothoff both scored 
-and - gohlkeeper Heribert £ 
cMacherymade two brflfiant firttf- 
half saves Sunday. 

The Dmsbmg-Rostock game 
was the only one contested Sun- 
day, with toe rest of the league 
having completed their matches 
on Friday or Saturday. 

Rostock, which remained in 
third — one point behind Frank- 
fort and VFB Stuttgart, domin- 
ated the first half bat was unable 
to score despite an apparent un- 
sure Duisburg defence. Machery 
kept Rostock off the board by 
stopping Czechoslovak national 
team striker Roman Sedlacek in 
toe 11th minute and again the 
24th. 


Krabbe, 
Ottey wage 
pre-Olympic 
psychological 
battle 


BERLIN (R) — Double world 
sprint champion Kalrin Krabbe 
and rival Meifene Ottey take 
their pre-Olympic psychological 
battle into Tuesday’s Berlin 
Grand Prix athletics meeting. 

After beating Ottey in the 100 
and 200 metres at the recent 
Tokyo World Championships, 
Germany’s Krabbe wants to 
avoid tiro Jamaican for tiro rest of 
tiro season in a bid to gun a key 
mental advantage in the ron-np to 
next year’s Barcelona games. 

But 31-year-old Ottey, who ran 
the fastest 200 metres of the year 
and watched Krabbe lose over 
100 at Sunday’s Cologne Grand 
Prix, is eager for a shot at the 
former East German in Tuesday’s 
meeting. 

“Tin ready to take on Krabbe 
and it doesn’t matter whether it’s 
100 or 200,” Ottey said after 
docking 21.83 seconds in Col- 
ogne. The Jamaican finished 
third in both sprin ts in Tokyo. 

: Whatever money the Berlin 
promoters can find at the last 
minute to. back the dud, tiro 
21-year-old Krabbe is unfikety to 
take up the challenge and race 
Ottey. But the two women wfll be 
anxious to score mental points 
over each other nth fast times. 

Krabbe, who won a record- 
equaffing four medals in Tokyo, 
complained of a lack of motivar 
tion after being beaten into 
second place by American world 
sflvermedallist Gwen Torrence in 
the cool Cologne conditions 
winch were bad for sprintin g. 

Krabbe’s coach Thomas 
Springstdn will not want risks to 
be taken as the two sp rin ters 
move towards their crucial period 
of training before Barcelona. 

“It’s better that Meriene goes 
into her pre-Olympic winter 
training feeling a bit rattled,” 
Springsteen said. 

Krabbe, one of the last sport- 
ing prodntts of toe former com- 
munist state, does not seem to 
enjoy competing on home sofl 
any more than c om patri ot Bora 
Becker, wbo often complains of 
.the intense media and public 
attention at home. 

Tbe Cologne race was sup- 
posed unbeabome celebration of j 
her Tokyo y triumph, but the j 
crowd stayed almost - start as 1 
Torrence crossed the fine first. 

“After 11 races in Tokyo and 
all toe fuss it’s very difficult to 
motivate yourself,” Krabbe said. 
“But I'm happy.” 

American Mike Powell, wbo 
broke Bob Beamon's 23-year-old 
world long jump record in Tokyo, 
is also billed to compete in Bex- ! 
fin, together with 100 metres ! 
world silver medallist and com- 1 
patriot Leroy Burrell. j 

In the men’s 100 metres at I 
Cologne, Burrell, surprisingly 
beaten into third place in a race in i 
Italy Friday, returned confidently , 
to winning ways. j 


HERE 5 JOE COOL ON HIS 
WAY TO REGISTER FOR 
THE fl\LL SEMESTER.., 






IF BROOMBALL |5 FILLER 1*M ! 
GOING TO BE VERY WSAPPOINTEt?- 





Andy Capp 


■noemn hshwicml im 


THE TROUBLE WITH ME 
> IS THAT IW A 
f /WAN OF AWSTTB^Y - ] 



TBE /WSTERy IS WHVl 
r ALWriCVS FEELOBUGEt> 
TO TELL HER EVERYTHING- 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 



FORECAST FOR TOESM.Y SlPTEMHRl^-iSM 

By Thomas S Pierson, Astrologer, 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: TO* 

evening ha good time toetBertain oe g uaec py suminag a temaie 
otters and to be® the swim where wwoes ar ym nagnafe,. • • 
ments] interests are concerned, inSBkz (Se p tember 23 to October 
opeoa%. concer ni ng your fondest 22) whatever you amdd fibs » da 
dreams that have been m your that takes yon *wy front the teas- 
Pt m r ww tnm for sometime. dram is o ttfcP c ai rigttaow re get 

ARIES: (March 21 to Aptfl 19) * 00,e 

Disimra at length that fcafaSret on Hawn*®* oew CMKKfe. 
some trip aro^nuszwD mad that SCOTPW: (October StoNwa* 
appeals to you sod make swe that ber 21) You now nave it fat your 
you do handle aBuace matron- power to show yon ate tiro one who 

___ a wflBng to carry through wfth *ny 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) obl ig ations y<» hare made wfrhwa 

You have that urge now to add to trying any ng lft . 

your income aid revenue which is *_ 

voy good so long at you axe wiffing SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 


ARIES: (Match 21 m April 19) 
Discuss at length that fresh toot on 
some trip car exp ansi ve trend that 
appeal* to you and make swe tost 
you do handle aBuace m a tron . 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have ton cage now to add to 
your income aid revenue which is 
very good so long at you are wffing 
«o work yourself to make it a 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Now you. am be just as personal as 
you like id seekitig out a partner 
and souk with him to some re- 
crcatioori site to arrive at a new 
^re eling of ~ 

MOON CEDOLDRHN: (June 22 to 
July 21) This is your day to quietly 
enjoy yourself as you roost prefer 
after finst showing your taiercst in 
gaining data you need from an 
expert. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21)^ Tins is 
your (fay to concentrate on gaming 
your own personal hopes and 
wishes by your own intelligent ac- 
tions and your mental thought 
powers. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Whatever you have in mind 
that does require some additional 


that can bring you the good will of 
that resdess but biilB a m: dy who 
means so much to yon and da 
nothing to arouse opposition. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You have many tango- 
mend to do and eu mste your life 
mu ch richer and feBer and get rid 

of obligations that ore a pain m the 

neck by doing. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febnt* 
»y 19) Whatever yon wotdrf t&e to 
do that is a joy and flat bring a 
feeling of wefltoring and pleasure 
to you is excellent so be out. away 
and be busy. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 


MAM} T blj wiwuw a -ww iwuuc 

your attention so get at toon 
quickly and show you ferine it b 
necessary to put first things first 
and you make real headway. 


Birth Stone for October: Zko Ziramlo. 


Wortl Hmoutm*- Oanni & Co. Inc. 
JimW-Gtni 


SnwT»rv fte D* JltfW) 
Aimar* Hv* *«** GJn c*t»* 



won’t lose the TV remote again. 
I Velcroed it to my forehead!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Hand Anori nqd teb Us 


Unscramble these tour Jumbtea, duim 
one nttsrto each square, to farm you about m 
lour ouhnary words. toweii^wr 

LUFTE I > W 


When's 
«iy wrap? 


TUQES 




MANCEP 


WHAT A WOMAN 
WITH A FUTURE 
5HOUU7AVDrP. 


Now arrange the ekeiod letters to 
form the surprise answer, ae sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


™ AUTEUI] 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: SAVOR ENEMY BEFALL RATIFY 
Answer A real Mend knocks before he enters - - - 
NOT AFTER HE LEAVES 


. THE Daily Crossword by Richard ' 


ACROSS 
1 Lift i 
8 Used a VCR 
11 Suppositions 

14 Zealous 

15 "Thereby ' 
hangs—" 

r 16 Survey 
, 17 Comic's foil 

19 Hale Irwin's org. 

20 Havens 

21 Overexert 

23 Charged atoms 

24 — power 
(endurance) 

25 Scsrface 

28 Thyroid 
condition 

29 Sierra- 

30 Payment period 

31 Toastmasters 

34 Bottlers 

35 Modem music 
form 

36- Bog fuel 

37 'The Belts" 
poet 

38 Sordid 

40 Garden bloom 

41 Summarizes 

43 Bram part 

44 And — (et 



e 1»i 7Vmn» Mtw Serum, tne. 
MRigMlRtMnM 


46 Suffragette 
Carrie 

47 Planet 

48 Ancient 

. crossbow 

52 Curve 

53 Pftony 
55 Compete 
58 Signal flare 

57 Apply putty 

58 Terminus 

59 Frets 

60 Joints 

DOWN 

1 Mrs. Tr'uman 

2 Pledge 

3 Goikwogg 

4 Ocean 
carnivores 

5 Musical interval 
6Goatfike 

mammals 
7 Lawyers: abbr. 


8 Sftriver or 
Dawbor 
- 9 ResSant 

10 Having teeth 

11 Disability 

12 CHvers mentor 

13 Directly 

18 Rayburn or 
Hackman . 

22 Grain 

24 Lathe* ed 

25 Cut . 

26 FBght prefix 

27 Expressionless 

28 Metric 


s Puzzle Solved: 


30 Diagram 

32 Lawsuit 

33 Charon's river . 

36 Biased 

38 Napes 

39 Patronizes 

44 Smoothly 
.40 Whatever's gracious 1 
_ ' 4o ;>en. Hatch 

42 Many mfllenla 46 Taverns 

43 Ring up 46 Make ate 


nnnn nnnnm nnnrc 
nnran nnnmn onno 
anna nrannm nnorc 
annnnn nnmnnninn 
nnran nnnn 
nnonnsnn nnnnnn 
nan □nnnn nncinm 
nrann nnnnn nnnn 
Hnnan nrenuira ruin 
mnnoRR nnnnnoRR 
□□nn onnin 
□ocinonnn nnonnrn 
□□no Einnrm nnnn 
niacin nnnnn nnnn 
mnuci finruin nncin 


49 NBA coech fwhft 
USB) 

50 Distant prefix 

51 Big boats 
fii enwJwii' 

V* BltjATj 


VMv it 
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LONDON (R) — Following are the baying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against tbe dollar at nridsesskm 
on the London foreign exchange and bolfion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 1.7235/45 

One U.S. dollar 1.1384.89 

. L7075/85 
1.9180/90 
1.4990/97 
35.10/15 
5.8000/50 
1274/1275 
134.95/135.05 
6.1980/2030 
6.6720/70 
&591S/65 

One ounce of gold 350.00/350 JO 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deotscfaemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
Frencb francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Germany helps car 
market in Europe to 
weather recession 


FRANKFURT (R) — Ger- 
many’s powerful economic per- 
formance since reunification last 
year has saved western Europe's' 
car market from a widely pre- 
dicted sharp downturn. 

Industry analysts and research 
institutes say sales could start 
setting records again as early as 
1993 if German sales re main 
buoyant. 

After forecasting a drop of up 
to one million vehicles in Euro- 
pean sales for 1991, some analysts 
and institutes are revising their 
predictions. 

“We’ve seen phenominal 
growth in Germany,” said Keith 
Hayes, European motor industry 
analyst at Paribas in London. 
“Without Germany, sales would 
have dropped 10 per cent,” be 
said. 

Tm a little bit astonished that 
the sales boom in Germany has 
been, so strong,” John Lawson, 
executive director at Nomura Re- 
search Institute in London said. 
"It has helped the industry out of 
a tough six months in various 
other European markets.” ' ' 

Most forecasters expect steady 
sales overall next year, before a 
new phase of growth begins. Pro- 
fessor Dan Jones of the Cardiff 
Business School in Wales predicts 
healthy sales and plenty of room 
for all the big makers, even 
though Japanese cars will be 
allowed more market share from 
1993 after the recent agreement 
with the European Commission. 

But a recession occurring to- 
wards 2000, with Japanese firms 
established, is likely to lead to. a 
big shakeout, Mr. Jones says. 

While sales boom in Germany, 
other markets have been sliding 
or treading watcr. More than four 
milli on cars are expected to be 
sold in Germany this year, np 
from about 3 3 million in 1990. 
But sales in France may dip dose 
to two million from 225 million. 


while British sales are expected to 
dive by 20 per cent to 1.6 million. 

Peter Schmidt, market analyst 
at consultants Automotive Indus- 
try Data , says tbe scale of pent- 
up demand in eastern Germany 
has surprised everybody. 

“East Germany has been a dire ' 
economic disaster. Inflation’s 
been rising, job security is nfl.btrt 
people are going out and buying- 
cars as though they're going out 
of fashion. They’re reacting to 
years of frustration, with money 
but no goods. Now they are 
seeing the goods and it’s like a 
floodgate syndrome," Mr. 
Schmidt said. 

But sales in Germany may be 
peaking and should fall next year, 
hit by rising interest rates, in-' 
creased taxes and the expiration 
of a tax incentive to buy cars with 
clean exhausts. 

“Pm expecting Germany to be 
off by 9.5 to 10 per cent next 
year,” says Mr. Hayes. 

Philip Ayton, European motor 
analyst at London stockbroker 
Barclays de Zocte Wedd says 
growth in France, Spain and Bri- 
tain will help to even out the 
market. 

European car sates have been • 
uneven since peaking at a record 
13.4 million in 1989. But U.S. 
sales have dropped steadily from 
1988's 10.59 million to an ex- 
pected 8.75 million this year. 
Even Japan's domestic market 
has been stagnant, inching to a 
probable 4.95 mfifion in 1991 
from 4.4 minio n in 1989. 

Since 1986 Europe has been 
the world’s biggest market for 
can, and Germany’s Volkswagen 
(V.W) has been market leader. 
This year V.W. has polled further 
ahead with a share of nearly 17 
per cent. 

Italy’s Fiat has been V.Ws 
main competitor, but companies 
like Ford, General Motors and 
Vanxball have been doring in. 


India offers to build 
nuclear reactors abroad 


NEW DELHI (R) — India has 
offered to build nuclear research 
reactors in- other countries, and 
Egypt and .Syria have shown in- 
terest, tbe chairman of India's 
Atomic Energy Commission has 
said. j 

P.K. Iyeager also said tumul- 
tuous changes in Moscow had not 
affected India’s plans to import 
two 1,000-megawatt nuclear pow- 
er reactors from the Soviet 
Union. 

“We have' offered to build five- 
megawatt capacity unclear re- 
search reactors in foreign coun- 
tries,” he said. “There are coun- 
tries which are interested in this. 
Syria and Egypt are among 
them.” 

India has the capability to de- 
sign, build, commission and oper- 
ate five-megawatt research nuc- 
lear reacton, . Mr. Iyenger told 


an international seminar on small 
nuclear reactors. 

“Such reactor centres can bring 
scientific principles and engineer- 
ing practices together. .They can 
provide well-rounded training to 
personnel,” be said. 

The changes in the Soviet Un- 
.iou could delay the Soviet plants, 
now scheduled for 1998/99, Mr. 
Iyenger said. The plants are part 
of an ambitious plan to add up to 
*10,000 megawatts of nuclear pow- 
er to India's energy supply by the 
year 2000. 

India has built 200-megawatt 
nuclear reactors using its own 
designs, and is in the process of 
standardising a 500-megawatt 
unit. 

Demands for nuclear electricity 
could rise steeply in the near 
future if it proved competitive, 
Mr., Iyenger said. 




^SSSEES 


TOKYO — Stocks dosed at their day’s low, depressed by falling 
futures prices and profit-taking. Brokers said investors were also 
scared off by talk of financial problems at two real estate 
companies, but added the rumours were used mainly as an 
o pp ort uni ty to cash in earnings. The Nikkei average dosed down 
118.62 points or 0.52 per cent to 22^573.98. 

SYDNEY — A lack of leads on the economic front sent Australian 
share prices lower after a day of lacklustre trading. The All 
Ordinaries Index dosed at 1,564.5 points, down 73. 

HONG KONG — Stocks dosed lower on late selling in a thin 
market lacking news. The Hung Seng Index, whdh eased 8.87 
points in the morning, dosed 3037 points or 0.76 per cent lower 
at 3,940.54. 

SINGAPORE — The key Straits Times Industrial Index moved in 
a tight range throughout the day before closing at 1,421.00, up 
0.58 point from Friday’s dose. On the broader market, declines 
outpaced gains by 126 to .54. 

PARIS — Solid buying in a handful of shares failed to shake the 
bonne out of its torpor, with the overall market ending lower in 
anaemic trade. The CAC-40 index fell 431 points, or 024 per 
cent, to 1,85538 on slack trade of 1.4 billion francs. 
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OECD lauds Mexican success story 


PARIS (R) — Ten years after 
triggering a global crisis by halt- 
ing payments on its huge foreign 
debt, Mexico is leading Latin 
American bade to financial re- 
spectability, the OECD has said. 

Mexico, along with Chile, 
Venezuela and Qolombia bene- 
fited from a jump in private 
capital flows to Latin America in 
1990, the Organisation for Eco- 
abmic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD) said in its annual 
report on developing nations. 

"The examples of Mexico and 
Chile indicate how etermined 
adjustment and policy reform 
efforts can pay off in a major 
earing of financial constraints,” 
the OECD added. 

Commercial banks had played 
their part, b ucking up sound eco- 
nomic polities by striking deals to 
stretch out payments and in some 
cases cut the debt, the Paris- 
based economic forum said. 

Mexico, jvhich secured a debt 
reduction deal with banks under 
the 1989 initiative of U.S. Treas- 


ury Secretary Nicholas Brady, 
raised more than $4 billion on the 
capital markets in 1990 and 
attracted strong investment in in- 
dustry. 

It also attracted back money 
that had fled abroad when inves- 
tors took fright at its debt stand in 
1982. 

The OECD was cautiously 
optimistic on the overall trend in 
devdoping countries, noting a 
continuing recovery in both offi- 
cial development aid and flows of 
private-sector money. 

While some severely indebted 
countries are still in dire econo- 
mic shape, the overall debt bur- 
den of the developing world was 
at least not getting much heavier, 
the OECD said. 

Provisional 1990 data put the 
external debt of developing coun- 
tries up 4.5 per cent at S1.45 
trillion. 

Most of tbe rise was due to 
exchange rate movements. 

Financial flows to the develop- 


ing world from alt sources, pri- 
vate and official, increased by 16 
per cent in 1990 to an estimated 
$142 billion, though at constant 
1989 prices and exchange rates 
the increase was a more modest 
four per cent. 

Private flows jumped to $61 
billion from $48 billion in 1989, 
despite declines in flows to North 
Africa and the Middle East. 

But the development of low- 
income countries in Africa in, 
particular is still handicapped by 
the burden of debt and a related 
shortage of foreign exchange, the 
OECD said. 

However, it said far-reaching 
debt reduction plans, possibly in- 
volving cancellation of up to two- 
thirds of imer-governmcDt debt, 
were being discussed by tbe 
world’s creditor nations and 
oould be finalised this year. 

It expected both official and 
private flows to developing coun- 
tries to be maintained in 1991, 
and said fears about capital being 


diverted to ‘eastern Europe and 
tbe Middle East had so far proved 
unfounded; . 

But international competition 
for savings was intensifying, with 
new demands from those two 
regions as well as strong invest- 
ment in the more dynamic Asian 
economies. 

As a result, those Latin Amer- 
ican and African countries now 
pulling themselves out of the 
stagnation of the “lost decade” of 
tbe 1980s could well find it hard 
to attract investors. 

Official development flows 
rose to an estimated $78 billion in 
1990 from $65 billion in 1989, 
around 80 per cent of it given on 
concessional terms. 

Within that total, tbe OECD 
noted a sharp increase in Arab 
aid to $7 billion resulting from tbe 
dislocations in the Middle East 
due to the Gulf crisis, and afell to 
S3 billion in aid from former 
communist countries in East 
Europe. 


Jordan’s trade showed significant decline 


IMF analyses international trade 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
value of world trade with tbe 
Soviet Union dropped last year 
and would have dropped more if 
oil prices had not gone np, the 
International Monetary Fund has 
reported. 

The drop came in a year when 
trade in the world as a whole 
continued to rise. Tbe rise was 
slower than in recent years be- 
cause of recession, because the 
Gulf war drove up tbe price of oil 
and the fall of communist govern- 
ments disrupted trade in eastern 
Europe. 

Combined exports and imports 
nevertheless rose to a record 
$6.79 trillion from $5,915 trillion, 
according to figures in the 1991 
issue of the Fund's annual 
“Direction of Trade Statistics.” 

The United States was the big- 
gest international trader: 


$910,126 billion, outdistancing 
Germany's $755,735 billion. Both 
reported increases. 

“Boosted by a lower dollar and 
strong demand from reunified 
Germany, tbe value of Western 
European countries’ trade rose 
by more than 20 per cent,” said 
the Fund's official “IMF Survey.” 

Soviet importrs dropped to 
$64,894 billion in 1990 from 
$67,717 bffiion in 1989. Exports 
fell to $49,649 billion from 
$50,238 billion. Soviet trade had 
been rising since 1984, though 
each year showed more purchases 
than sales. 

Tbe Soviet Union is the world’s 
biggest producer of ofl and has 
been .the largest exporter after 
Saudi Arabia. But Soviet produc- 
tion has fallen steeply: front 11.42 
milli on barrels a day in 1989 to 
10.681 million in 1990, according 


to the U.S. Department of Ener- 
gy. This year it has occasionally 
dipped below 10 million. 

Though Soviet sales to the Un- 
ited States grew to $1,062 billion 
from S713 million. Soviet imports 
— largely farm products — drop- 
ped to $3396 billion from $4,698 
trillion. 

Soviet trade with industrial 
countries as a whole showed a 
sharp increase, largely because 
Germany sent the Soviet goods 
worth nearly twice as much as the 
year before: $13,048 billion 
worth, compared with $6,763 btl- 
lion. That increase was accounted 
for in part by the inclusion of 
Soviet imports from eastern Ger- 
many in the totals for the second 
half of 1990. The Fund is now 
beginning to take account of Ger- 


man unification in its figures. 

In eastern Europe, Poland 
stood out with an increase in its 
exports to $14,485 billion from 
the $13,098 billion of 1990, show- 
ing a continued surplus of sales 
over purchases. 

The Gulf war and the resulting 
rise in oil prices boosted the 
export surplus of Middle Eastern 
countries to $30.5 billion, the 
highest level since 1981. The 
value of Saudi Arabia's exports 
rose to $43,491 billion from 
$27,741 billion the year before. 

Trade of Iraq, Jordan and 
Kuwait showed significant de- 
clines, however, because of tbe 
conflict. Iraq’s and Kuwait’s oil 
exports were cut off, and Jordan 
suffered because of the United 
Nations embargo on trade with 
them. 


Italians work on reforming share market 


MILAN (R) — A scandal involv- 
ing 85 billion lire ($65 million) of 
missing shares has dealt a fresh 
Mow to tiie Italian stock market's 
already dented image, but ex- 
perts say many reforms needed fo- 
prevent a recurrence are in the 
works. 

Tbe affair, which delayed set- 
tlement of the August trading 
account to the cost of many brok- 
ers and operators, has reinforced 
a view, widely held international- 
ly, of a market, where the inves- 
tor does not get an even break. 

“The effect is another nasty 
smell from the Italian market,” 
said analyst Marie Cristine Keith 
of County Natwest Securities in 
London. 

Many details of the affair are 
fitdl shrouded in mystery. But the 
case erupted when Swiss-based 
Banqne Dnmenil Leble (Suisse) 
S .A. said on Aug. 23 it had been 


swindled out of 85 billion lire of 
stock it was bolding on deposit 
for four Italian operators. 

The bank, controlled by indus- 
trialist Carlo de Benedetti's 
French holding Qes Euzopeen- 
nes Rennies (CERUS), accused 
Italian firm Dominion Trust of 
conspiring with former bank em- 
ployees to transfer the stocks 
away illicitly. 

Dominion denies al 1 wrong- 
doing and tiie affair is being 
investigated by a magistrate in 
Geneva. 

The scandal broke when tbe 
market was already going 
through a period of weakness and 
prompted investors to virtually 
freeze activity on tbe Italian ex- 
change. 


“Scandals are happening 
everywhere and this is just a drop 
in the ocean compared with what 
has occurred in New' York or- 
Tokyo recently. Butlhere|>eople 
shrug and get back to business,” 
said Enrico Ponzone, Italian 
analyst at brokers Klein wort Ben- 
son in London. 

Ironically, the scandal has 
erupted just as a series of reforms 
which should ensure a more 
transparent and closely regulated 
market in Italy have either been 
enacted or are dose to imple- 
mentation. 

Prominent among them is the 
breaking of the stockbrokers' 
monopoly on trading on tbe floor 
of tbe stock exchanges and the 
introduction of new, better- 


capitalised financial interme- 
diaries called Sqdeta di Interme- 
. j^ofone JNfobiliari .(SIMS). 

. J^heSIMS, wilL begin, operating 
£9^ jwfcj* 1992, and there 
' impact on the market place will 
be akin to that of London's big 
bang in 1986. 

The arrival will sound the 
death knell for the small, inde- 
pendent brokera who lack the 
financial muscle to compete. 

Not only will the SIMS be 
subject to rigorous auditory con- 
trols, all their share dealings will 
have to be carried out on tbe 
bourse, eventually through 'an 
electronic, screen-based system, 
so ensuring greater visibility, 
analysts say. 


Banqne Dumenil Leble (Suisse) Lockheed cuts 400 space shuttle jobs 

3 A mid nn Aus. 23 it had been A J 
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CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida _ In a statement, company offi- 
(R) — Lockheed Space Opera- dais said the job cuts would be 
dons Co. plans to eliminate 400 made through layoffs and “volun- 
jobs in the next several weeks tar y separations.” 
from part of its U.S. space shuttle Lockheed notified workers 
workforce, company officials. w hh “general information” on 
have said. Friday, company spokesman J.B. 


The layoffs, prompted in part 
by expected cuts in the U.S. 
space agency’s budget, will affect 
about six per cent of the !6, 700- 
member workforce responsible 
for preparing space shuttles for 
launch. 


Kump said. 

The cuts “should be accom- 
plished sometime in mid- 
October,” he said. 

The reductions were prompted 
by the completion of construction 


on a third shuttle processing han- 
gar and by expected reductions in 
tbe Kennedy Space Centre's $1.6 
billion budget for 1992. 

Tbe National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration requested 
$15.7 billion for the fiscal ;year 
beginning Oct. 1, but tiie U.S. 
Congress is unlikely to approve 
that amount. 

Spending bills before the Con- 
gress cut the request by as much 
as $2 billion. 


Show: 1230. 330. 830, 1030 n.n. 


Show 330, &30, &30 pMt , 


FOR RENT 

Furnished studio consists of one bedroom, kitchen and bath. 
Location Shmeisani near Birds Garden. 

Annual rent. 

Tel: 867882 


FOR DIPLOMATS AND FOREIGN EMPLOYEES 

Superiorly furnished 3-bedroom apartment, off Mecca 
Street New unused furniture, fitted carpetting and indi- 
vidual central healing. 

Long let only. 

Telephone 646128 3-8 p.m. 


Executive Secretary Wanted 

A national educational research establishment is in 
need of an executive secretary with the following 
minimum qualifications: 

1) Certified diploma in secretarial works, preferably 
with a university degree. 

2) Fluency in English (written and spoken). 

3) Proficiency in using the word processor is a must, 
and the typing speed not less than 100 wpm in both 
Arabic and English. 

4) Three years experience. 

C.Vs 1 to be sent with a recent photo to the following 
address, and applications not meeting all the re- 
quirements wilt not be considered. . 

Administrative Manager 
P.O. Box 560 Al Jubalha — Jordan . 


BEAUTIFUL VILLA FOR RENT 

Consists of 4 bedrooms, (one of which master bedroom) salon, 
dining, sitting, 2 bathrooms, plus one extra for guests, garden, 
garage, central heating and telephone. 

Location: Jubeiha, opposite Ministry of Higher Education. . 

Tel.: 837424 - Zlyad Bad ran 


Large International Corporation 

Requires for its busy customer services dept; 
Young ladies whom are well educated. Enthusiastic. 
Able to work under pressure. Fluent in English and 
Arabic. Willing to learn new skills. Preferably single 
status. 

Full training given, excellent salary and free uniform. 

Send your C.V. with photograph to P.O.Box 927111 
Amman, Jordan. Closing date September 16th. 


ALCAZAR HOTEL, AQABA 

SPECIAL OFFER FOR SUMMER 
EXCURSIONS TO PETRA, WADI RUM.GLASS BOTTOM 
BOAT TOPS, 

SNORKELLING UNLIMITED DIVING, 

• INTEBNATTONAII.Y 
RECOGNIZED DIVING COURSES 
ALL THIS AND MUCH MORE— AVAILABLE IN EASY 
INSTALLMENTS 

ENJOY NOW PAY LATER 

FOR MORE DETAILS, CONTACT TEL : 03 314131 

FAX :03 314133 
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Croats, Serbs battle for control of Kostajnica 


..BELGRADE (R) — Fierce light- 
ning between Croats and Serbs for 
control of the Croatian town of 
-Kostajnica spited into a second 
..day. Monday, Zagreb Ratio re- 
pented. 

. •It said casualties were heavy 
bot did not give figures for the 
..number of dead and wounded in 
^the town 80 kilometres south east 
of Zagreb on the Croatian border 
-with Bosnia -Herzegovina. 

..Belgrade Radio said Sunday 
that Serbian guerrillas claimed to 
■have captured Kostajnica’s police 
-Station. 

.-.Guerrillas aiming to expand 
•Serbian territory in breakaway 
-Croatia captured Kostajnica last 

- month but it was retaken within 
two. days by Croatian Security 
Forces. 

.-.. Righting was also reported in 
.villages around Ofcucani, on the 
;edge of eastern Croatia, which 
..'was due to be visited Monday tty 
European Community envoy 
JHfenri Wijnaendts who is trying to 
.enforce a ceasefire. 

- -The EC has deployed ceasefire 
.'monitors in a Croatian war zone 
'for the first time since beginning a 
-diplomatic campaign to restore 
■peace between Yugoslavia's 
*£rading~ republics. 

' - Mr. Wijnaendts tokl reporters 
'Sunday that five monitors had 
-been sent to Osijek, the embat- 
tled capital of eastern Croatia 
winch is surrounded by Serbian 
-guerrillas and tbe Yugoslav army. 

The monitors went to the city of 
150,000, despite repeated viola- 
tions of a ceasefire signed by the 
EC with Yugoslav leaders last 


Monday, after assu ran ces that 
they would not be exposed to 
danger. 

Mr. Wijnaendts, who has spent 
several days negotiating around 
Croatia with the warring sides in 
the conflict, said he was/ confi- . 
dent they would be safe. 

“The ceasefire is extremely fra- 
gile and we are not dupes,” he 
said. “But we have seen that if we 
announce beforehand that we are 
coming then there is no 
shooting.” 

At least six people were killed 
Sunday in dashes between Croa- 
tian security forces and the guer- 
rillas who are being helped by 
units of the Yugoslav army. 

Fighting continued after an EC 
peace conference with Yugoslav 
political leaders Saturday in the 
Hague which underlined the 
country’s deep ethnic divisions. 

EC leaders warned afterwards 
that the Balkan federation was on 
the edge of a catrastrophe which 
could engulf ail of Europe. 

Almost 400 people have been 
killed since Croatia and the 
neighbouring Republic of 
Slovenia declared their independ- 
ence from Yugoslavia in June. 

Croatian independence is being 
fought tty nationalists among its 
600,000 Serb minority. 

Luka Bebic, Croatia’s defence 
minister, told journalists that the 
guerrillas controlled about 12 per 
cent of Croatian territory, a fi- 
gure diplomats considered low. 

He threatened that Croatia 
would switch onto the offensive if 
EC efforts failed to bring about a 
peaceful settlement. 



Croatian National Guards defend the town ofStak. Despite the ceas efire , fighting between Serbs 
Croats continues In man y a reas. 


Mr. Bebic said Croatia could 
field 42,000 police and National 
Guards against the guerrillas and 
the army and could also call on 
12,000 reservists. 

But he acknowledged that the 
Zagreb go ve rnm ent still lacked 
enough weapons to arm its forces 
because of an international arms 
embargo on Yugoslavia. 

Tbe Serbian-led army is much 
better equipped and has war- 
planes and armour to support its 
professionally-trained infantry. 

In tbe southernmost Republic 
of Macedonia, 100,000 people 
celebrated through the night Sun- 
day’s vote on independence. 
Although no official results were 
expected before Tuesday, the 
Macedonian capital Skopje was 


jammed with crowds who were 
joined tty regional President Kiro 
Gligorovo, the Tanjug News 
Agency reported. 

Tbe vote was expected to be 
overwhelmingly in favour of inde- 
pendence. Macedonia was the 
third Yugoslav republic to bold a 
referendum on independence. 

Croatia and Slovenia declared 
independence June 25 based on 
similar popular votes. The moves 
touched off ethnic fighting in 
Croatia where minority Serbs 
oppose the state’s secession, and 
led to an army intervention in 
Slovenia. 

Although Macedonia will join 
Slovenia and Croatia in declaring 
its sovereignty, state leaders have 
made it dear they want to remain 


part of a loose confederation of 
Yugoslav states. 

In a development that conk] 
spread hostilities to Bosma-Her- 
cegovina, Milan Martic, bead of 
the Serb forces in control of tbe 
west Croatian region of Krajma, 
was detained late Sunday by Bos- 
nian police, the Croatian Defence 
Ministry reported. 

He and several co mpan ions 
were apparently travelling by car 
through a patch of Bosnian terri- 
tory connecting the Serb-held en- 
claves of Krajma and Banija, 
Tanjug said. 

Bosnia’s potentially explosive 
ethnic mix of Muslims, Serbs and 
Croats has so far remained un- 
affected by the fightin g in neigh- 
bouring Croatia. 


57 die in 
S: Africa 
township 
violence 

JOHANNESBURG (R)'— At 
.feast 57 people were killed in 
'. South African to wnship violence 
ahead of a peace pact Made and 
white leaders are due to sign next 
jjSatunday. 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
Monday pleaded for peace in 
black townships after a weekend 
of bloodshed. Key black orga- 
nisations reaffirmed their backing 
for the pact. . = 

. Three blacks died in gunfire 
aboard a co mmitter train on the 
outskirts of Johannesburg Mon- 
day morning and 17 people were 
injured when they leaped off 
another moving train in fear of an 
attach. 

Arch. Tutu, leading black 
opponent of apartheid and Nobel 
Peace Prize winner, a d d e d his 
voice to widespread fears that the 
violence may have been sparked 
dfefiberatdy to torpedo the all- 
party peace pact. 

Police reported at least 54 
bla ck s failed and 101 wounded in 
township clashes around Johan- 
nesburg, the business and indust- 
rial-heart of the nation, Sunday. 

Fighting began when three men 
noth assault rifles ambushed 
mainly-Zufti fnkatha Freedom 
Party su p port e rs he ading for a 
political meeting in Tbokoza 
townsh i p . 

" “We are very concerned at the 
i mpli c atio ns of tbe attack for 
Saturday's peace summit. It is 
possible that those who planned 
the, attack intended to derail the 
summit,” Arch. Tutu said in a 

“We appeal to the Thokoza 
and the other... communities to 
exercise restrai n t in the coming 
days*. We appeal) to the people <rf 
God. to i nten s if y their prayers for 
the. peace process.” 

. * president F.W. De Klerk’s 

white- government, the African 

National Googren (ANC) fed by 
Nefaon Mandela and chief Man- 
gosothu ButhelezTs Zulu- based 
Inkatha Freedom Party (ZFP) 
have, agreed on a draft peace plan 
designed to end political faction 
fighting that has claimed more 
than. 3,000 fives in the past year. 

' The ANC and Inkatha, whose 
sup porters have been primarily 
involved in the bloodshed, Mon- 
day said they hoped die latest 
upsurge would not stop a final 
accord bong signed Saturday, but 


and distrust. 

■IFF Youth Brigade leader 
Themba Khoza said the ANC 
went on tbe attack and it “looks 
fike-it yras intended to derail tbe 
peace .conference.” 

“The chcumstances will deter- 
mine whether the peace accord 
will work or not” he added. 

■ANC Deputy President Walter 
Scsohi reaffirmed his organisa- 
tion's commitment to peace and 
appealed for calm. 

One ANC official, who asked 
hot -to be identified, said there 
were suspicions within the ANC 
that Inkatha might be seeking an 
excuse to poll out of the peace 
deal. 

“One smells a bit of a rat .. this 
is file best way to torpedo talks,” 
the- official said. 


U.S. military faces 
eviction from Philippines 


MANILA (R) — Philippine sena- 
tors opposed to a new military 
bases treaty with Washington 
won decisive support Monday, 
making rejection of tbe pact ami 
a withdrawal of American forces 
almost inevitable. 

' Three more senators Monday 
signed a resolution rejecting the 
pact as “a one-sided, unequal 
agreement,” giving the anti-bases 
lobby a majority in the 23-mem- 
ber senate. 

Philippine share prices tumbled 
in anticipation of a rejection of 
the treaty, .with the Manila Com- 
posite-Index falling 4.4 per cent 
to dosp. at 958.75, against Fri- 
day’s dose of 1003.22. 

“I guess people are beginning 
to realise that the treaty is going 
to be rejected,” said stock analyst 
Joseph Roxas of R. Coyiuto 


Securities Inc. “They are 
apprehensive that the economy 
will suffer and aid will not come 
in.” 

President Corazon Aquino, 
lobbying hard for ratification of 
th<p treaty, says the Philippines 
needs the money and is not ready 
to defend itself. She plans to lead 
a million-strong rally to tbe sen- 
ate Tuesday to urge lawmakers to 
back the accord. 

But anti-bases senators argue 
that tbe United States no longer 
needs the bases because the cold 
war with the Soviet Union is 
over. They see the U.S. presence 
as perpetuating a subservient re- 
lationship with the country’s for- 
mer colonial masters. 

The new treaty allows the Un- 
ited States to use Subic Bay Naval 
Dockyard for another 10 years 
while giving up Clark Air Base. 


Amnesty: Burmese army still 
murders, brutalises minorities 


BANGKOK (R) — Burma's 
army routinely murders and bru- 
talises members of ethnic minor- 
ities it dragoons into wor king as 
porters in anti-guerrilla cam- 
paigns, Amnesty International 
reports. 

It often uses the porters as 
human mine-detectors, sending 
them ahead of troops, the Lon- 
don-based human rights group 
said in a report received in Bang- 
kok Monday. 

Members of the Karen, Mon 
and Indian minorities are among 
those tbe army is alleged to have 
killed in its campaigns in remote 
jungle areas, it said. 

Amnesty said its researchers 
gathered evidence in interviews 
in June and July 1991. Its report 
focused on abases since February 
1990, when the military junta 
allowed campaigning for the 


g e nera l election held in May that 
year. 

Since then “thousands of peo- 
ple who campaigned for free and 
fair elections ... have been 
arrested. Political prisoners have 
been tortured and detained with- 
out trial or imprisoned as a result 
of unfair trails,” it raid. 

Some of those press-ganged 
into army service and then beaten 
or killed had been taken from 
their homes on suspicion of in- 
volvement in armed opposition. 

One woman of In dian origin 
said soldiers took her brother last 
November from outside a cnieuut 
in Thatou, 135 kilometres east of 
the capital Rangoon. Three days 
later soldiers told the family he 
bad died but gave.no <rp i»na tinn 

A fellow porter later said the 
man was beaten because be could 
not manage his load,* 


Menem to step up reforms after election win 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Presi- 
dent Carlos Menem pledged 
Monday to press ahead with his 
free market reforms after his 
Pteromst Party swept Argentina’s 
mid-term election Sunday. 

“These results are really gra- 
tifying,” Mr. Menem told repor- 
ters at government house. “This 
wasn’t a plebiscite but a vote of 
confidence for the government’s 
economic, political and social 
policies. We will step them up to 
establish stability for good.” 

Tbe ruling party led in eight of 
the 13 districts that voted Sunday, 
with Mr. Menem’s vice president, 
Eduardo Duhalde, easily winning 
tbe key race for governor of 
Buenos Aires, Argentina’s rich- 
est and most populous province. 

Opposition radical candidates, 
however, won in the important 
federal district and the province 
of Cordoba, where former pres- 
idential candidate Ednardo 
Angeloz won bis thud successive 
term as governor since 1983. 

But as results trickled in late 
Sunday night Peronists appeared 
to be staging narrow, upset vic- 
tories in the provinces.of Santa Fe 
and Tnoi m a n , where Mr. Menem 


backed unconventional candi- 
dates: retired Formula One 
motor racer Caries Reutemann 
and former pop singer Ramon 
“Pah to” Ortega. 

The Peronists had already won 
in two of the three provinces that 
voted on Aug. 11, while the 
radicals carried the third district 
at stake. The eight other pro- 
vinces vote on Oct. 27. 

Sunday’s tide of Peronist votes 
far exceeded pollsters' forecasts 
and contrasted with Mr. Menem’s 
own expectations of a few months 
ago. 

In July Mr. Menem, who had 
won May 1989 presidential elec- 
tions by a landslide, expected 
Peronists to lose in at least seven 
of the 17 provinces tire party has 
governed since 1987. 

Independent surveys were even 
more sombre, tipping the ruling 
party to succeed in as few as six of 
Argentina’s 24 districts. 

Political analysts credited Mr. 
Menem’s economy minister, 
Domingo Cavallo, with boosting 
Peronism’s electoral cbances. 

A party outsider, Mr. CavaDo 
was switched from the Foreign 
Ministry to the economy portfolio 


in January after his predecessor 
was unseated by a run on the 
anstral currency and a bout of 
hyperinflation. 

Mr. Menem’s public standing 
also suffered from scan dals in- 
volving some of his relatives by 
marriage and aides in corruption 
and money-laundering cases. 

But since then Mr. Cavallo has 
brought inflation down to its 
lowest levels since 1974, sparking 
a stock market boom in which 
leading issues doubled their 
prices in August alone. 

The Harvard-trained Cavallo 
told reporters Sunday that be 
wanted Congress to approve bills 
reforming labour and tax laws 
and to privatise inefficient state 
utilities in order to reduce local 
manufacturing costs. 

“I think this victory will send 
Congress a dear message that the 
people agree with the path that 
President Memen has chosen,” 
be said at government bouse. 

“Mr. Cavallo, who has also 
clamped down on freespending 
federal agencies and provincial 
administrations, forecast that the 
economy will take off after years 
of stagnation. 


Tropical forests disappearing ‘at faster rate 1 


WASHINGTON (R) — Tropical 
forests are disappearing more, 
than 50 per cent faster than 10 
years ago, with tbe earth annually 
losing forests equal to areas of 
Austria, Denmark and the 
Netherlands combined, foe Un- 
ited Nations said in a report 
released Sunday. 

In an analysis for the world 
forest congress to be held in Paris 
later this mouth, the U.N.’s Food 
and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) said 42 million acres (16.8 
million hectares) of tropical 
forests are lost to development 
each year. 

*In short, we run the very real 
risk of squandering a resource 
base that is fundamental to the 
future development of the 
Earth,” FAO Director-General 
Edouard Saouma said in a state- 
ment. 

Lora of tropical forests results 
in extinction of plants and animal 
species, waste of forest resources, 
encroachment of deserts into 
once fertile regions, and could 


contribute to long-term global 
climatic changes, scientists ray. 

The FAO report said the loss 
can be reversed, however, be- 
cause developed countries actual- 
ly increased tbeir forest resources 
by five per cent in 1980-85. 

‘Tropical forests in developing 
countries can also be self-sustain- 
ing, if properly managed,” the 
report said. 

The FAO, the Utrited Nations 
Development Programme, the 
World Bank and the World Insti- 
tute have conducted the Tropical 
Forest Action Plan (TFAP) since 
1985 to halt forest loss and launch 
programmes to replace resources. 

Eighty-six nations have asked 
to participate in the (dan, and 24 
have started projects. 

For example, the FAO report 
said, Brazil changed laws to re- 
move subsidies that encouraged 
the clearing of Amazon Forests, 
and Colombia returned 49.9 mil- 
lion acres (19.96 million hec- 
tares) of forests to its indigenous 
inhabitants. 


“The TIrAP aims to usher in a 
period of sustainable develop- 
ment of the tropical forests,” 
Saouma said. 

The FAO report said in 1981- 
90, about 70 per cent of defore- 
station took place in dense rain 
forests of Latin America,' Asia 
and the Pacific. 

The remaining 30 per cent 
occurred in Africa’s g rassl an ds , 
where arid and semi-arid zones. 
are being over-used by growing 
human and animal populations. 

Africa’s situation is critical, the 
FAO said . For a while forests can 
recover in humid tropics, but 
once the protective vegetation is 
removed in dry areas, the desert 
moves in. 

“Understanding the Amazon 
and coming up with the proper 
plan for those forests will not 
work in Zaire, because the rain 
forest in South America is quite 
different from tbe one in Africa, 
and similariy, what will work in 
Zaire will not necessarily work in 
tbe Asian forests of Malaysia,” 
said Hollis Murray, of the FAO. 


Human 
rights abuse 
reportedly 
widespread 
in China 

^CANBERRA (R) — An Austra- 
lian official delegation said Mon- 
day that human rights abuse was 
widespread in Qnna, including 
torture, frequent use of tbe death 
penalty and repression in Tibet. 

The 12 politicians, legal and 
human rights experts and 
academics who visited Peking and 
Tibet from July 14 to 26 were the 
first Western human rights group 
allowed into China since its June 
1989 crackdown on dissidents. 

“The delegation deplores tile 
frequent use of capital punish- 
ment and was disturbed by the 
convincing body of evidence that 
torture and ill-treatment of pris- 
oners is widespread,” it said in a 
report to parliament. 

The group was also concerned 
by “cultural, religious and politi- 
cal. repression in Tibet.” 

Peking maintains that its 
sovereignty over Tibet dates back 
to tbe 13th century. 

Its troops entered Tibet in 1950 
and overthrew the Buddhist 
theocracy beaded by tbe Dalai 
Lama, who fled to India with 
thousands of followers. 

Tbe Australians said they were 
concerned at the pervasive public 
security apparatus and state con- 
trol over the individual. “This is 
considered to be incompatible 
with the exercise of fundamental- 
human rights,” their report said. 

The head of the delegation, 
Labour government Senator 
Chris Schacht, told parliament 
the group did not expect a many 
release of prisoners as a result of 
its visit. 

But he said “a dialogue has 
been opened with the Chinese,” 

whom be praised for not breaking 

off their “hour after hour” of 
discussions about human rights. 

However, he said the Chinese 
did counter with allegations of 
abuses against Australian abor- 
igines. 

Mr. Schacht said the delega- 
tion, which visited prisons on its 
tour of Peking, Chengdu, iJutsa 
and Shanghai, had been invited 
back for a fruther visit*. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bodies of 35 Sri Lankan pof Icemen found 

COL OMBO {R) — The bodies of 35 poficemen beBcved to have 
been killed by Tamil rebels have been found in a grave in 
eastern Sri Lanka, military so ur ces said Monday. The bodies, 
found at Paasekndah is eastern Batticatoa district Sunday, 
sh owed gunshot injuries, they sahL Last month, tbe bodies of 20 
poheetnen were found in two graves in the same district. The dead 
were bel ieved to be some of 600 policemen seized by Tamfl rebels 
who overran several police st a tions in the east in June last year 
after abandoning 14 months of peace talks with die g o vern m ent, 
the sourc es raid. The rebds, fighting far a separate state, attacked 
an army guardpost in central Anoradhapura district Saturday, 
faffing one soldier, the mfljmi y sources said. 

China releases Hong Kong dissident 

HONG KONG (R) — Qnna released Monday a Hong Kong man 
after nearly two years in jail for helping two alleged leaders of 
C hin a ’ s 1989 pro-democracy mov ement to tty to escape. Loo 
Hairing, 42, was released from a prison in s outh ern Canton “on 
parole for medical treatment,” his wife Ztiou Mimi said by 
telephone from the southern Qnn«p city. “I just want to 
everyone who cared about me and tried to help me throughout an 
the time I was in jail.” Mr. Lao said. “He is very tired and wants 
to rest,” Mrs Zhou said of her husband, who has a slight heart 
problem. “I'm very, very happy,” she said. 

Hanoi minister arrives in Peking 

PEKING (R) — Vie tnam ese Foreign Minister Nguyen Manh 
Cam arrived in Peking Monday, after signalling a formal end to 
more titan a decade of hostility by driving across the border 
through tbe friendship pass into China. Mr. Cam is the most 
senior Hanoi official to visit Peking since 1979, when China 
launched a war against Vie tnam as punishment for invading 
Cambodia. Normalisation of relations between China and Viet- 
nam. which s u ppo rt rival sides in the Cambodian civil war, will 
speed up tbe peace process there, diplomats said. Mr. Cam’s visit 
will pave the way for a summit betwee n the leaders of the 
Vietnamese and Chinese Co mmun ist Parties that would put the 
final seal on rapprochement, political sources in Vietnam said. 

Phnom Penh fights off floods 

PHNOM PENH (R) — Floods have transformed the outskirts of 
Phnom Penh into a vast swamp and residents have stacked 
thousands of sandbags to try to stop tbe mighty Mekong River 
from invading the Cambodian capital. Tbe worst flood to hit' 
Cambodia in nearly 40 years have killed about 100 people in tbe 
countryside, made 300,000 homeless and ruined 100,000 hectares 
(247,000 acres) of rice paddies, the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) said. An international refief effort was 
unde r way for a country already ravaged by years of war and 
enforced isolation. Phnom Penh municipal a ut h o ri ties ordered 
sandbags around important buildings and were budding a dyke 
along foe river bank to prevent floods swamping the city. The 
capital lies beside a confluence of the Toole Sap and Mekong 
Rivers, which diverge again Anther do wn st rea m. The rivers now 
resemble a huge lake. 

Technical failure caused Lauda crash 

BANGKOK (R) — The failure of an engine thrust reverscr 
caused the crash of an Austrian ahfiner over Thailand in May 
falling 223 people, tbe chief accident investigator said Monday. 
“We reaffirm that the thrust re vers c r caused the crash,” Thai Air 
Chief Marshal Sutbep Theparak told Reuters in B angk ok. He 
said this explanation was the formal finding of tbe Thai 
jnyestigatots into how a Lauda-Air Boeing 767-300ER crashed 
onto a jungle hfltside in central Thafland on May 26 killing all 213 
pass eng e r s and 10 crew. It was Thailand's worst aviation d&aster. 

Jet braking systems to be reviewed 

SEATTLE (R) — The U.S. aviation authority will ask major 
aircraft maters to study backup braking mechanisms on a wide 
range of jets fallowing a probe into the crash of a Boeing 767 in 
Thailand in May, aerospace officials said Sunday. They said tbe. 
Federal Aviation A dmini stration (FAA) wffi request Monday or 
Tuesday that all aircraft makers Andy tbeir designs to thrust 
reversexs, which redirect a jet engine's thrust to provide e xt ra 
braking power on the ground. “The FAA wfll insist that... 
everybody will review their designs separately to determine a set 
of design re qui r em ents.” said Bob Kefley-Wickemeyer, chief 
engineer of Technology and Certification at Boeing’s Renton 
Division. . 

Satellite to study ozone hole 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida (R) — The U.S. space shuttle 
Discovery will be launched this week to deploy a satellite that will 
study the Earth’s protective atmosphere, especially a worrisome 
hole in the ozone layer. Discovery and a crew of five astronauts 
will take off from Cape Canaveral Thursday and two days later 
will place in orbit die Upper Atmosphere Research Satellite. The 
satellite wfll conduct the first co mp re h ensive study of Earth’s 
upper atmosphere, a delica te mixture of gases protecting the 
planet from deadly solar radiation. The satellite’s $740 mflfion 
mission, which will last for almost two years, will seek to 
determine bow industrial air pollution has disturbed the chemical 
composition of the atmosphere. One of its dnef objectives will be 



Princess Anne * 
visits Ireland 

PUNCHESTOWN, Ireland (AP) 
— Princess Anne has made the 


to analyse a growing bote in tbe ozone layer above Antarctica. 
Ozone, a type of oxygen found nine to 30 ntifes (15 and 48 
kilometres) above the ground, absroba ultraviolet radiation, 
winch can cause skin cancer and crop damage. 

Six drowned In Bangladesh floods 

DHAKA (AP) — Axam-swoQen river was flowing above the 
flood stage Monday in northern Bangladesh, where at least six 
children have drowned and 200,000 people are stranded, officials 
and news reports said. Tea districts have been partially or folly 
swamped since the Padma River started rising last week after 
torrential monsoon rains, said officials at the Flood Information 
Centre in D haka . Government officials in Chapainawabganj 
district said three children drowned there Sunday. The offidak, 
c ont act e d by telephone, said Rajshahi, Chapamawabganj, Bogra 
and Sirajganj districts were the most seventy affected. Tbe 
Ban g ter Bani newspaper reported three dnkfaen drowned in 
Sirajganj. It did not say when tbe deaths occu r red. 

Fire Injures 14 In New York 

NEW YORK (R) — A fire of “suspicious origin” swept through 
die Staten Island Ferry Terminal in Manhattan, cansing tbe roof 
to collapse and service to be temporarily suspended cm the famous 
New York ferry. Fourteen people were injured and 80 firemen 
were treated for exposure to asbestos as firefoditerf battled the 
flames on land and water from th r ee lir eboats and 3S 
Quick thinking by terminal personnel a pparently saved lives. 
They ordered the terminal evacuated, literally pushing people out 
moments before the roof came crashing down on a row of benches 
where homeless people had been sleeping. The cave-in in the 
50-year-old building sent metal pfllais crashing down amid what 
one survivor called “tonnes of fire.”/ 

Group in Cameroon to study reforms 

YAOUNDE (R) — A U.S.-based democratic study group was 
doe to arrive in Cameroon Monday to analyse recent pro- 
democracy reforms, a statement from the group said. The 
from tbe Washington^ based Democratic Institution for Interna- 
tional Affairs, beaded by former U.S. Vice President Water 
Mandate, will examine a draft electoral code, a law providing 
opposition access to media and other mea s ur es ending one-party 
politics, the st ate m e nt said. 


a British royal since fire 
failed the Eari Mountirattett l2 
years ago. The daughter of 
Queen Elizabeth II mtendodtibe 
European Equestrian Cham- 
pionships at Puncbestown in 
County Kildare and bad. hatch 
with Prime Minister Cartes 
Haughty and bis wife- Earl 
M oun t b att e n. node of Princess 
Anne’s father Prince Ptihp and 
a World War H allied comma* 
der, was one of four peo p l e fa fl &f 
when tbeir boat was blown up in 
1979 by an Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) bomb off the coast 
of County Sligo. The IRA, out- 
lawed in the Irish Republic as 
wefl as British Northern Irelan d, 
is waging a violent campaign to 
thrive the British out of die pro- 
vince. Princess Anne arrived at 
Puncbestown in the heart of fee 
Irish horse-breeding region at 
mid-morning and stayed until 
‘early evening. A team of Irish 
special branch police escorted the 
royal party throughout its stay. 
Mr. Hangbey, who is a rider tad 
has owned racehorses, went to 
Puncbestown Racecourse, 40 
kilometres from Dublin, for 
lunch with tbe princess. Princess 
Anne, individual European 
c ha mpion in the three-day-ovent 
in 1971, is president of the Intear- 
national Equestrian Fe d eration,. 

Terminator 2 
smashes 

box office records 
in Singapore 

SINGAPORE (R) — American 
movte Terminator 2 grossed more 
than two million Singapore dol- 
lars ($1.16 million) in its fiat 30 
days here, smashing previous box 
office records in Singapore, the 
Sunday Times newspaper said. 
Tbe movie, starring Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, overtook the 
American comedy Home Alone, 
which grossed 1.77 mflfion doflarc 
(nearly $1.02 mxflton) in 64 days 
earlier this year. A Chinese 
movie^Shaolin Temple, ted pre- 
viously' 'held the Singapore re- 
corcLgrossing 1.76 million dqBgn 
($1.02 million) in a 45-day rim in 
1982. 

AP photographer 
wins Italian prize 

BAIA CHIA, Sardinia (AP) — 
Associated Press pbotograpber 
Massimo Sambucetti’s picture of 
an Italian riot poticentan tower- 
ing over an injured Albanian 
i mm igrant in Bari has won Italy’s 
Photo of Tbe Year Award. The 
photo was shot during the August 
influx to southern Italy of 20,000 
Albanian boat people, who were - 
later sent home by Italian author- 
ities. It was shot in Ban’s soccer 
st adi u m , where the Albanians 
were held, with an 80-200 mfl- 
Kmetre zoom tens and 400 ASA 
colour film. Sambucetti, 47, 
joined the AP in 1967 and has 
covered Italian and international 
events such as the World Soccer 
Championship, the Olympics, the 
Middle East and Papal travels 
from his Rome base. The Cbia 
Sardinia Prize, which carries a 5 
million lira ($3,800) cash award 
was founded six years ago to 
reward the best news photo and 
documentary work. It is spon- 
sored by the Sardinian rygi o w a l 
government, the Italian tele- 
phone company SIP and the steel 
combine Ova. 

West stole our 
cures — healers 

GWERU, Zimbabwe (AP) — 
Traditional African heaters ap- 
plauded as tme of tbeir leaders 
accused international phar- 
maceutical companies of *t«iHng 
their remedies. Gordon Chavun- 
duka, a university social sciences 
professor who heads the Zim- 
babwe National Traditional Heal- 
ers Association, said a number of 
common mecficmal drags were 
based on traditional herbal cures' 
from Africa. Western manufeo* - 
tmws profited from drugs “with- 
ont even acknowlcdgiiw the for- 
mula was discovered by ts,”Mr. 
O^ynduks told cheering heat 
ers in Gweru, the provincial 
captef of Zimbabwe’s Midlands 
province. Mr. ChavmkWta spoke 
atthe or gam s atio aTs annual eon- 
jrentkm, which drew about 200 
boateis, many dad m animal 
"hi s, feathers and ornamental 
Mr. Chavnnduka (fid not 
identify companies or dregs 'by 
name. Merited doctors generally 
conc ede that many anci ent he rbal 
ones have dhiical appheations. 

w ^stem doctors criticise 
African h eaters for their we of 
superstition and an frnj fl ntnah 
“"okfeg tire curative powers of 
ancestral spirits. 



